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A “Military Policy” of the Japanese Communist Party and
the Sino-Soviet Alliance, 1949-1955 (1):

Dependence and Independence in the Eastern Bloc

MATSUMURA Fuminori

Abstract

Early in the 1950s, the Japanese Communist Party [JCP] employed an armed struggle revolutionary formula
(i.e., a “military policy”) by discarding its previous peaceful policy after the latter was severely criticized by the
Communist Information as well as the Chinese Communist Party [CCP]. The JCP split into two factions and its new
formula failed to mobilize the masses, losing their confidence.

Historical analysis on such a tragedy faces a natural predicament: the absence of vital historical documents
leaves scholars to depend largely on memoirs of persons involved, which are difficult to verify by those not
involved. Nevertheless, based on the presumption that foreign communist parties’ interventionism forced Japanese
communists to conduct radical struggles, either the JCP, former party members or non-partisan historians ascribe the
negative historical records to be mainly due to foreign (i.e., Soviet or Chinese) pressures. The aforementioned actors,
however, fail to examine the JCP’s independent accounts or moves in a series of events.

This article aims to re-examine three independent aspects in which the JCP carried out radical armed struggles.
First, even though Moscow encouraged Beijing to lead revolutionary movements in Asia, the latter took on the
principle of “self-reliance” seriously in the operations due to the CCP toppling the Nationalist China with little
foreign assistance. Thus, Chinese communists were able to naturally refrain from excessively intervening in the JCP
problems. Second, latent rivalry had already taken place in the JCP, and some party members pursued somewhat
radical struggles even before its peaceful revolutionary formula was harshly criticized by Moscow and Beijing.
Foreign pressures did not arise but merely intensified existing rivalry in Japanese communists. Moreover, each
faction exploited foreign pressures in an effort to struggle for power in the JCP. Third, communications between
Tokyo, Beijing and Moscow, as well as those within the JCP, could not go beyond time and space. Such obstacles left

Japanese communists to independently conduct their operations before they received foreign communists’ directions.
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