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Mythology of “Nausicaa of the Valley of the Wind”

Ono Tokiko

Abstract

This paper analyzes the comic “Nausicad of the Valley of the Wind” based on the theory of mythology, and
deciphers the work’s hidden message as modern myth.

First, we compare religious and cultural doctrines between the Mani and Shuwa in Nausicad. Their
confrontation is one of important motives driving the plot. Through the confrontation and odyssey, Nausicad was the
only character that could find the hidden gods of creation.

Second, we discuss the characteristic quality of Nausicad as a mythological heroine. A new faith of the earth
and the life presented by Nausicai is established by the denial of gods’ rightfulness and universality. We analyze the
similarity of the logical structure between Nausicad’s faith and Gnosticism, and find her to be a character to criticize
an imperfect type of monotheism and the world.

Finally, we consider how the work presents new symbolism and religious thought in contemporary Japan. After
analyzing criticism against war and modern civilization in this work, we find the symbolism of the characteristic
thought of life in the representation of slime molds. The work presents a paradigm shift to pantheism, and this theme

was developed in Miyazaki Hayao’s subsequent films.
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