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Responding to Acts of Social Exclusion
Incorporating the antisocial nature of empathy into a new educational

model in Japan.
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Abstract

This paper is exploring the possibility of an interdisciplinary research on responding to acts of social exclusion
such as school bullying, discrimination and various antisocial behaviors in inter-group conflicts. By focusing on the
antisocial nature of empathy, it is attempted to construct a new educational model for modifying the responses to
these problematic behaviors. As a useful theoretical framework for this research, two kinds of moral thinking (“fast
morality” for resolution of intragroup conflicts based on emotional disposition and “slow morality” for deliberation
supported by utilitarian values) proposed by Greene (2013) are introduced in detail. Since moral thinking is based
on emotional competence, it is shown that the findings on the development of emotional competence are applied into
the existing practices of moral education in Japan. Finally, it is concluded that highly-motivated interdisciplinary
research is required to construct a new educational model incorporating the findings of Greene’s argument on

morality and emotional competence into more effective and practical resolution of various antisocial behaviors.
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