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An Analysis of the Mandate of Civilian Personnel in UN

Peacekeeping Operations:

The Lessons Learnt from the Protection of Civilians Sites in South Sudan

FUJII Hiroshige

Abstract

The aim of this paper is to analyze challenging aspects for UN Peacekeeping Operations in terms of the
protection of Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs) in South Sudan from my field-based research in December 2014.
After severe violence due to ethnic tensions occurred in December 2013, the United Nations Mission in South Sudan
(UNMISS) set up a new protection approach in order to prevent further violence among citizens. Within several
UN compounds, secured environment, called the Protection of Civilians (POC) sites, have been created for IDPs
who have fled from atrocities spread over the country. Since it has been reported the atrocities had been committed
by not only rebel groups but also the government, the POC sites managed by the UNMISS were first regarded as
one of effective measures to protect civilians. However, new challenges have emerged from this approach. First,
although the UNMISS claims that POC sites are temporary measures, approximately 200,000 IDPs are still staying
there over the past 2 years. Second, according to the guideline for the Civil-Military Cooperation, the UNMISS
should not directly offer humanitarian activities, while humanitarian aid groups initially hesitated to support there.
Third, although many crimes in POC sites have been reported, UNMISS simply cannot hand over the suspects to the
national authorities which committed violence, due to the principle of Non-Refoulement. Bearing the above issues
in mind, this paper will show the current limitation and problem-solving approach for the protection of IDPs by

revisiting the importance of civilian personnel in UN peacekeeping operations.

(2018 4 5 H 30 H2#)





