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Overlooked Voices of the Nuclear Disaster Evacuees
Living Outside of Fukushima (3):

Critical Review of Support Measures in the Light of Evidence from Niigata,
Yamagata, and Akita Prefectures

TAKAHASHI Wakana, SHIMIZU Nanako and TAKAHASHI Satoka

Abstract

As we saw in Part 1 and 2, the three prefectures hosting the evacuees from Fukushima Prefecture, Niigata,
Yamagata and Akita prefectures have conducted annual surveys of evacuees until today. On the other hand,
Fukushima Prefecture conducted the surveys of all evacuees in and out of the prefecture for only three years from
FY2013 to FY2015, and since then the prefecture has not conducted any survey of all evacuees. Although this survey
of Fukushima Prefecture was conducted in limited years, it is one of the few nationwide surveys of evacuees from
both within and outside the evacuation zone, and given that it was conducted before June 2015, when Fukushima
Prefecture announced that support for rented housing for evacuees from outside the evacuation zone would be
terminated in March 2017, it could provide valuable evidence for understanding the overall living conditions and
support needs of evacuees.

Therefore, the purpose of Part 3 is to understand the situation of evacuees based on evidence, and to verify
whether the termination of the evacuee survey and housing support was appropriate based on the evidence, by
positioning the municipal survey as official evidence. Firstly, we continue the cross-sectional comparative analysis
of the evidence in Section IV. In Part 2, we had cross-sectional analyses of 2012-15 and 2016-19 surveys, including
region of origin, reasons for initial evacuation, family structure, travel to and from the hometowns, change of
residence, form of residence, and economic status. In Part 3, we start with the information needs for the period 2016-
2019, and analyze the following items: thoughts on nuclear damage compensation, health status, child-rearing status,
future plans, and problems and necessary support. In the comparison, we will mainly focus on numerical data, but
will also use free descriptions in each survey to find overlooked voices of the evacuees. Then, in Section V, we

critically examine the support measures by the Fukushima Prefecture based on the analysis in Section I'V.

(2021 4 11 B 1 H=2#)





