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HIZRBIIZRT 2 E 3T E B0 (9) 133D There
was a man coming out of Isaburo’s apartment. 72\ L
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A Multi-dimensional and Dynamic Approach to the Analysis

of Japanese Words, Phrases, and Sentences

SASAKI Kazutaka

Abstract

This article is aimed at presenting a multi-dimensional and dynamic approach to the analysis of Japanese words,
phrases, and sentences by quoting several passages from one of Shuhei Fujisawa’s short stories entitled Odoru
Te (“Dancing Hands”). To pursue this aim, I will focus on the interaction between grammar and pragmatics by
considering a dynamic theory of language as an overriding approach that crucially refers to each stage of language
development and thus attempts to explain language acquisition plus the diversity of human language. The grammar
in this article refers to the broader sense of its definition in that it covers morphology, phonology, and semantics as
well as syntax. The article is composed of three sections. In Section I, I introduce three important multi-dimensional
approaches that deal with the interaction between grammar and pragmatics, and a dynamic approach as developed by
Kajita (1977, 1986, 1997). Section Il shows data on several passages from one of Fujisawa’s short stories. In Section
III, using the data, I give a sketch of a multi-dimensional and dynamic analysis of Japanese compound nouns,
noun phrases including certain types of quantifiers or prenominal modifiers, and sentences that are concerned with

figurative expression or discourse/context.
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