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An Actor Analysis of the Rapid Rise of Well-Equipped Curbside
Recycling Systems in Sweden

TAKAHASHI Wakana

Abstract

The recycling rates of household waste in Sweden was 53% in 2013, far higher than the EU average and higher
than the rate in Japan which was about 20% in the same year. This paper questions what has brought about such
a high recycling rate in Sweden, and, suggests that, the rapid rise of well-equipped curbside recycling collection
systems in recent years is important.

This paper then investigates why this rise has occurred by analyzing the discourses and actions taken by relevant
actors. Finally, this paper finds it important that the Swedish national government provides the idea that “collection
should be perceived as a system by consumers”, which has been broadly shared by the respective actors including
municipalities and land owners. This case of household recycling in Sweden demonstrates that the installation of

such advanced systems could be not only environmentally sound, but also financially and/or socially sound.
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