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Hail Cadmus, hail!

Jove salutes the Theban king!
Cease your mourning,

Joys returning,

Songs of mirth and triumph sing!
Hail Cadmus, hail!
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Semele

Endless pleasure, endless love,
Semele enjoys above!

On her bosom Jove reclining,
Useless now his thunder lies;

To her arms his bolts resigning,

i

And his lightning to her eyes.
Priests and Augurs

Endless pleasure, endless love
Semele enjoys above!
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Semele

O sleep, why dost thou leave me,

Why thy visionary joys remove?

O sleep, again deceive me,

To my arms restore my wand'ring love!
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Jupiter

You are mortal and require
Time to rest and to repose.
I was not absent,

While Love was with thee
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I was present:

Love and I are one.
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Semele

At my own happiness

I sigh and tremble,

For I am mortal,

Still a woman;
And ever when you leave me,
Though compass'd round with deities
Of Loves and Graces,
A fear invades me,
And conscious of a nature
Far inferior,
I seek for solitude
And shun society.
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Jupiter (pensive and dejected)

Ah, whither is she gone! unhappy fair?

Why did she wish, why did I rashly swear?

'Tis past, 'tis past recall,

She must a victim fall.

Anon when I appear

The mighty thunderer,

Arm'd with inevitable fire,

She needs must instantly expire.

"Tis past, 'tis past recall,

She must a victim fall.

My softest lightning yet I'll try,

And mildest melting bolt apply;

In vain, for she was fram'd to prove

None but the lambent flames of love.

"Tis past, 'tis past recall,

She must a victim fall.
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Semele

Ah me! Too late I now repent

My pride and impious vanity.

He comes! Far off his lightnings scorch me,

Ah, I feel my life consuming:

I burn, I burn, I faint, for pity I implore,

Oh help, oh help, I can no more!

She dies. The cloud bursts, and Semele with the

palace instantly disappears.

Xl

b, "Abw) L | BETEDLITE, &L
TW5 b,

HEEET, &9 LE) b awniZ &R
5Tz,

HDON/WRoTHRD | ESTHENRTHEITZ
Do

b, MPHATWCDEEL %,

BET T BT T, AEL 2D, B
HrPBEVLET,

bH. WF T, b, WIF T, bH 7DD,

WLy EDRIT, X L& FRD— T
THA B0

ZHLTEALEZEFIVDOEDOYFEIZIEEIA 2
WMATMZ L. ZOMRKRMRERIL, EALHAM
THN D OREMLETVIEVESN, 2T
WHRIBIZEEH P INTEANVEZERIET DY
722k, 2F), EALOEWEDD (hubris) &1
TN OO IRICH L D0 nb.
. [3235)] #[vVavE7 - 7yFLV—X] 128
WCHEHI L7z ) — - T4 =T 7O oM,
HERILTH D, 7AFT IS AL Eo
FELEFIZANTZOH, B- KIFBIE L LoBiikc
KEUS L7202, N [73AF] TIRAHTH .,
CHKREGRETHLZ R [732F] #HHFIZF
LTz, [XL] b [734F] #LHEam anti-
Pamela TH 72D THh 5,

-
—

3. [NxZ] #HHEELTO A7 EZDRE
=56l

b

il
&

i

[ 7LZ2DRBE] T AY)— 74—
NFEAL IO [Vav¥Ts -7y Fv—2X] L
U VEED AR o3t 70oWiE. 21 (8]
HFEE] 55 37 T 5 85 47 TR L T b, §T
IZHRR72E 912, ZOEL, BHRYRET. 6F
EEY 2 — L X3 T =12 & o THEYIZEM S,
THINT, 77 M)FERELTHAIZTELED
b7z, LA bEHERZ L RAUE, 22122
Zy 32 7] JHPRH SN DD TH S,

fEmid, S 72 LAD SN TV EREDY;

2 SHET 5. 74 —NVF 1 7%, 317D
WiEzffioT /X2 7] ou7 4 —%{E) LIF
72D, R T—WEWRENSHED L LICE T, T
TIHEROZEOFERELIEL LT, RS
LRl B [YavE7 - 70 FV—X] @
NOTF 4 =% BRI g, X512 [¥Xx25] it
FINEHEATY

Joseph, reclining in a melancholy posture

Be firm, my soul, nor faint beneath

Affliction's galling chains!

When crown'd with conscious virtue's wreath,

The shackled captive reigns.

Joseph, starting up

But wherefore thus? Whence, Heav'n, these bitter
bonds?

Are these the just rewards of stubborn virtue?

Is this contagious cell the due abode

Of too much innocence? Down, down, proud heart,

Nor blindly question the behest of Heav'n!

These chastisements are just, for some wise end

Are all the partial ills allotted man.
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Asenath

O lovely youth, with wisdom crown'd,
Where ev'ry charm has place!

What breast so firm was ever found,

As could resist such grace?

If thou hast stol'n my virgin heart,

To me in change thy own impart.
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Joseph

Fair Asenath,

I've asked thee of thy father, and the king,

To help allay the anxious toils of grandeur,

And smooth the rugged brow of public care.

Yet, authoriz'd by both, I dread my fate,

Till thy own voice has fix'd my destiny.
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Asenath

Together, lovely innocents, grow up,

Link'd in eternal chains of brother-love!

For you mayn't envy bear her pois'nous cup,

Nor hate her unrelenting armour prove.
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Simeon

Remorse, confusion, horror, fear,

Ye vultures of the guilty breast!

Now furies, now she feels you here,

Who gnaw her most, when most distrest.
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Joseph

The peasant tastes the sweets of life,
Unwounded by its cares;

No courtly craft, no public strife

His humble soul ensnares.

But grandeur's bulky noisy joys

No true contentment give;

Whilst fancy craves, possession cloys,

We die thus whilst we live.
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Asenath

Ah jealousy, thou pelican,

That prey'st upon thy parent's bleeding heart!
Though born of love, love's greatest bane,
Still cruel, wounding her with her own heart.
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Benjamin

What, without me? Ah, how return in peace!

What can you say, what comfort can you yield

To the distracted parent? O unhappy,

Unhappy Benjamin! Thou at thy birth

Gav'st death unto thy mother, and now dying,

Thou likewise tak'st thy tender father's life.
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Chorus

We will rejoice in thy salvation, and

triumph in the name of the Lord our God.

Hallelujah!
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Handel’s Semele and Joseph and His Brethren
in the Context of Pamela Controversy

TAKAGIWA Sumio

Abstract

Winton Dean argued that Semele had been neglected without its artistic value considered. It was composed as an
oratorio, which led to the misunderstanding of its content. Handel had little prejudice on Greek myths, and he was
sympathetic on the tragedy of the heroine. It was a work full of humanity, but the 18" century English people thought
the oratorio should treat only Biblical stories.

Dean’s reevaluation was remarkable in the history of the study of Handle’s works. However, his evaluation of
the next oratorio, Joseph and His Brethren, saying that “Of al the oratorios Deborah and Joseph come nearest to
complete failure,...... ” is unacceptable.

This view is corrected by putting both works, Semele and Joseph and His Brethren, in the context of Pamela
controversy in this paper.

After the publication of Pamela, English society argued on whether it is a good work or not. Some people
passionately supported Pamela and should be an example of female behavior. On the other hand, some people argued
virtue should be kept, not for a reward, but for itself.

Henry Fielding was a prominent critic of Pamela, producing Shamela and Joseph and Andrews.

This paper claims that Handel” Semele and Joseph and His Brethren were also criticisms of Pamela, or anti-

Pamelas, like Fielding’s Shamela and Joseph Andrews.
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