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Foreign workers in Tochigi Prefecture

-Fostering a better working environment for foreign workers-

Tamaki Matsuo

From November 2015 to January 2016, our research team conducted a questionnaire survey aimed at gathering
information on the working conditions of foreign workers living in eight cities in Tochigi prefecture. In seven cities,
the questionnaire sheets were mailed to the respondents. In one city, the questionnaire was distributed to the subjects
when they approached the city hall asking for its services. This is the first attempt to carry out a survey on foreign
workers” working conditions in the entire prefecture. In this paper the results are based on 350 questionnaires that
were collected until March 2016. Pertaining the status of residence, the permanent residents (56.0%) are the largest
group, followed by technical interns (9.1%), long-term residents (8.9%), and spouse or child of Japanese national
(8.3%). Regarding other statistics, 60.4% has been in Japan for more than 10 years, 81.7% currently have a job, and
out of them, 61.1% are engaged in the manufacturing sector. As to hiring pattern, the ratio of the regular employ-
ees remains at 32.5%. 22.0% of the foreign workers feel frustrated with their jobs, and “low salary or no raise” was
the reason chosen by the majority (71.4%). Most of the respondents receive a monthly wage between “100,000 and
200,000 yen” (40.6%). On the other hand, 24.1% receive less than 100,000 yen.
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