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Table 3: Daily Flows at the CMC B lary and Modal Splits (1995)

Location Public Bus Private Railway Total
Vehicle

Galle Road / Coast  [Number 187 881 82154 61,000 331,035

Line hare 5T% 5% 18% =

MNegombo Road / Number 146,019 82,597 8,000 236,616

Puttalam Line hare 6% 35% %

Kandy Road / Mam [Number | 305,534, 77,785 000 | 371319

Lme hare 55% 21% 24%

Ratnapura Road / Embﬂ 142,830 54,981 £,000 205,811

KV Lne hare B0% 7% A% =
Number 682,264 297,517 165,000 1,144,781

FoTal hare L) 26% 14% -

Source: Colombo Urban Transport Study Stage 2: Worlang Paper 25
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i #5  Colombo Urban Transport Study Stage 2, Ministry of
Transport and Civil Aviation
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2013 2014

BHE|» T BFHE| Y 2T

(A (%) CAD (%)

A F 208,795 16.4% | A F 242734 15.9%
A 2, 137,416 10.8% | %1 A 144,168 9.4%
B 83,470 6.7% | HE 128166 8.4%
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Tea and Railway:
Historical relationship between tea industry development and railway

development in Sri Lanka and its transformation

Kurihara Shunsuke

Abstract

Sri Lanka’s railway was established even 8 years before Japan’s first railway started its operation. This is because
the British colonial government urged tea industry development and mass-transport system was introduced to load
and transport tea from the Upcountry Sri Lanka to Colombo port, as a colonial cash crop. In Sri Lanka, railway was
developed in the beginning for tea transportation, not for passengers.

However, the current railway system of Sri Lanka is too old fashioned and needs tremendous improvement to
become a modern transport system both for freights and passengers. This paper examines the current situation of Sri
Lanka’s railway system through comparing with Japanese railways.

On the other hand, foreign tourists to Sri Lanka are now on the rise, especially after Asia’s longest civil war put
an end in 2009. The tea plantation area in the Upcountry Sri Lanka is now getting the limelight for tourism, and
trains running in the tea estates are one of the tourist spots. This paper states in conclusion that Sri Lanka’s railway
was developed for the tea plantation industry development, and now is re-developed with tea industry through
tourism from the overseas. Interestingly, actors in the tea estate areas have unchanged, but the relationship among

them, namely tea, train and foreign countries, are involved in the different context.
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