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Influence of Mass Media on the Issues of
a Multi-Cultural Society:

Analysis on the Experimental Classes Discussing Interdisciplinary Topics

SHIMIZU Nanako, NAKAMURA Makoto and IZUHA Takashi

Abstract

This paper is the outcome of the interdisciplinary research on the influence of media, which varies from mass
media to artwork, on the inter-group conflicts and social exclusion. The researchers from the areas of Psychology,
International Relations and Art History work together to find out the causes and process of discrimination against
foreigners and social minorities, which are recognized as omnipresent issues even in liberal democracies today.

According to the accumulated studies on genocide and mass atrocities, the societies connive at daily
discrimination and social exclusion tend to find themselves in the storms of ethnic cleansing or mass killings in
later stages. Although national and international legal system have developed the mechanism to illegalize such anti-
social behaviors, additional efforts are required to prevent and address the social issues caused by various kinds of
discrimination.

As one of such efforts, the authors conducted the experimental classes for the 1* year students of the Faculty
of International Studies by taking up the topic of influence of mass media. Inviting a guest speaker from Japan
Broadcasting Cooperation (NHK), the students in academic years of 2017 and 2018 were provided with the
opportunities of watching documentaries and educational programs and listening to the stories on the side of
providers of those programs. The main topics of the classes were inter-cultural communication and recognition in
2017, and fake news and media literacy in 2018.

By analyzing the written comments by the students, it is assumed that the majority of students recognize both
positive and negative influence of mass media. While the mass media can promote inter-cultural understanding on
the one hand, it also has a danger of building up stereotypes which often slide into discriminative recognition on the
other. At the same time, however, it is contradictory to find that many students expect to find “correct information”
and “moral standard” in the contents of the TV programs. If we expect the students to nature their media literacy, it
can be said that more direct focus on the negative influence of mass media on the issues of a multi-cultural society is

effective and necessary.

(2018 4 11 H 1 H=#)





