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Life History of Nuclear Evacuees (2)

From Accident to Evacuation

Quantitative Analysis of the Statements of Plaintiffs from 237 Households
in the Fukushima Nuclear Accident Compensation Case in Niigata

TAKAHASHI Wakana and KOIKE Yuka

Abstract

This paper presents the second half of a 7-year life history of nuclear evacuees, based on a quantitative analysis
of the statements of plaintiffs from 237 households in the Fukushima nuclear accident compensation case in Niigata
Prefecture of Japan.

After the full-scale evacuation, most evacuees faced a decrease in quality of life. Many evacuees from inside the
evacuation zones have continued to experience economic difficulties because they lost their jobs, their residences,
and all their household goods. Many elderly people in such situations have lost purpose in their lives. The fact of
receiving compensation itself has become a target of criticism. People are slandered just for being evacuees, and
many are severely isolated.

Most evac uees from outside the evacuation zones without receiving nearly any compensation but temporary
housing which terminated at March of 2017 cannot avoid economic difficulties even if they cut living expenses.
They have been continuing to wonder if their judgment was right. Uncertainty about the future and continuation of
stress have brought about mental symptoms and decreased immunity among the evacuees, which have caused health
deterioration among them. By evacuation and transfer to a different school, children lost a wide range of family and
social relationships. Lack of social understanding for them has also caused bullying. As a result, children whose
physical condition and way of behavior have changed widely exist.

Accordingly, one fourth of the evacuee households returned, holding fear of radiation exposure. The future effect
on health is one of the main reasons why others still remained. No evacuee supports the return home policy with the
criterion of 20 or even 5 millisieverts. The distrust of the government and TEPCO that stress security and safety with
what they call risk communication is deep. Many evacuees lament that their native home has completely changed.
Without being able to bring back their previous lives any more, the evacuee households are left neglected and

invisible.
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