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Trees stand mute and tall
Beneath their shaggy bark

One hundred years recall.*
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Trees weep in anguish
Amber tears of sticky pitch—

5
Jewels for tomorrow.
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Standing in the midst
Of four or five redwood trees:

Looking up—the sky!°
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One summer raindrop
Holds in perfect reflection

. 8
My whole universe.
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Loving is the sun
In a shadowed world of care—
Oh cloudless day!9
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There is no water
Where it ought to be. Captain’s

Great calamity."
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Nature proves life’s curve:
What was here will be again.

Pray for time to wait."
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In the forest depth,
The sound of the woodpecker,

The ring of the ax."”
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A clear waterfall—
On the widening ripples

Fall green spruce needles."
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Glittering segment,
A piece of the sunset sky—
Puddle in a ditch.”
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To summer breezes
Cotton woods wave green kerchiefs

And throw yellow ones."
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Humming bird, quickly
You sip the sweet nectar,

Then you fly away."”
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The lone kingfisher—
In the water of the bay

Fishes swim too deep.18
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A single white swan,
Swimming to the distant shore,

Parts the tundra pond.19
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After war came peace
Fulfilling the oldest wish:

Nobel’s dream comes true
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Who looks at the sun,
at the sea, at the stars

loves peace
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Friendship miracle
A rising sun, shining stars

in the same blue sky
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Summer Alaska in Haiku (4)
MATSUI Takako
Abstract

This paper continues ‘Summer Alaska in Haiku(1)’, ‘Summer Alaska in Haiku(2)’ and® Summer Alaska in
Haiku(3)’.

The most prominent feature of summer is the heat. Summer is hotter than any other season. At the same time,
summer is dry or wet in some regions of the world. For example, since Japan is situated in a temperate zone in East
Asia, people often feel high temperature and humidity especially in early summer, during the rainy season.

Summer occurs, however, not only in the temperate and tropical zones but also in the polar zones such as Alaska,
where there is a rhythm to the seasons, as well. The sun becomes strong so plants grow very well and people and
animals are active during the summer even in Alaska.

D. Hoops and D. Tillion composed four-seasons haiku in Alaska and their haiku were published in Alaska in
Haiku in 1972. They subtly perceived Alaskan seasonal changes all year round and vividly described nature at any
season with their lively inspired seasonal feelings.

The summer haiku in their haiku collection seems to have imitated the form of Japanese saijiki, a catalog of
season-specific words used in composing haiku. Japanese saijiki usually consists of the categories of 1) seasons, 2)
heavens, 3) earth, 4) humanity, 5) observances, 6) animals and 7) plants. This classification was formally adopted as
English saijiki in Haiku World: An International Poetry Almanac by W. J. Higginson in 1996.

Hoops who composed the majority of the haiku published in Alaska in Haiku showed his specialty as a fishery
research biologist in those haiku. In addition, he seems to have been interested in things human and included some
philosophical haiku as well.

In recent years, Japanese leading haiku poets expect Japanese haiku will be registered as UNESCO’s Intangible

Cultural Heritage and contribute to world peace. I hope Alaska in Haiku will be looked at with fresh eyes.

(2018 4E 11 H 1 H=H)





