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“General Strategy’’ and Local Government for Regional
Revitalization

Conversion from National Policy to Autonomy

NAKAMURA Yuji

Abstract

This paper presents cases of local governments which formulated “General Strategy” : Kyotango City, Shiojiri
City, Aizuwakamatsu City and Nasushiobara City. Japan’s population decline became a major political issue. The
administration has established a new office for regional revitalization and made promises to implement various
measures to support families raising children and expand local tax allocation system.

Central government is trying to create an local environment that revitalizes local industry, produces jobs, and
retains young people when all the central, higher-order functions of society-politics, administration, economics,
information, education, culture —remain concentrated in Tokyo.

This paper also presents cases of formulation structures of “General Strategy” in local government : Nikko
City, Nogi Town and Nasukarasuyama City in Tochigi prefecture. Shimotsuke City and Tochigi City don’t have
formulation structures. And each local government’s response to the national policy are various.

Is it possible that this national policy converts to autonomy? The point is whether local governments will
regard subsidies as means to an end. It is essential for local governments to adopt bottom up approach to regional

revitalization because national policies tend toward top down approach.
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