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Life History of Nuclear Evacuees in Yamagata (1)

From Accident to Evacuation

Quantitative Analysis of the Statements of Plaintiffs from 200 Households
in the Fukushima Nuclear Accident Compensation Case in Yamagata

TAKAHASHI Wakana and KOIKE Yuka

Abstract

This paper presents the first half of a 7-year life history of nuclear evacuees, based on a quantitative analysis of
the statements of plaintiffs from 200 households in the Fukushima nuclear accident compensation case in Yamagata
Prefecture of Japan.

The evacuees from inside evacuation zones were comprehensively forced to lose their livelihoods, food, clothing
and housing from the beginning. Many of them had no place to return to and had to change their place of residence
several times. Families and communities were fragmented and most evacuees suffered from isolation. Their stories
detailed horrific suffering and ongoing hardship.

On the other hand, many of the evacuees from outside evacuation zones returned home due to the resumption of
schools and workplaces. However, living in an extraordinary environment was a hardship for them, in particular for
families with infants and children. Some children suffered from abnormal health conditions. Many parents expressed
regret for allowing their children to be exposed to radiation and feared adverse effects in the future. Most gathered
information and about half of them measured radiation levels by themselves. They carefully considered measures to
eliminate radiation risk. Re-evacuation occurred as a rational choice for individuals. At the same time, it was a bitter
decision which required various self-sacrifices, such as an increased economic burden, loss of work or household
separation, loss of human relations and social relations, mostly caused by recognition gaps over radiation risks
and evacuation. More than 60% of them decided to live apart; mothers with infants and children evacuated, while
husbands remained in Fukushima due to work and commuted to their family over weekends driving several hours.
During this process, many doubted that the government had properly provided them with information, support or

compensation. Eventually, many came to distrust not only the TEPCO but also the government.
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