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A “Military Policy” of the Japanese Communist Party and
the Sino-Soviet Alliance, 1949-1955 :

Dependence and Independence in the Eastern Bloc (2)

MATSUMURA Fuminori

Abstract

The Japanese Communist Party [JCP] was split between the mainstream faction led by the, then, secretary
general, Kyuichi Tokuda, and opposing groups including the so-called “Internationalists” in January 1950 when its
optimistic revolutionary formula was denounced by Moscow and Beijing. The internal rift had become severe as the
former group was reluctant to accept foreign parties’ criticism, prompting harsh attacks by the latter. Then, Tokuda
and his aides gradually radicalized their political stance by preparing for illegal activities from which their opponents
were almost excluded. Tokuda further reinforced his informal communications with Beijing in an effort to secure
foreign communists’ authority and undermine the political basis of his opponents. In August 1950, a confidential
envoy of the mainstream elements, Yoshio Miyajima, received advice vital to Japanese revolutionary problems from
Zhou En-lai, the foreign minister of Beijing, China at that time.

Most of the previous researches ascribe such a radical move advanced by Japanese communists mainly to
foreign communist parties’ pressures on the JCP. This article revisits a series of historical events by taking account
of four pressures under which Japanese communists, especially the mainstream elements, were bound to somewhat
independently conduct illegal radical activities.

The first pressure arose from factional strife. Every sect strived to exploit foreign parties’ criticism to consolidate
its legitimacy and authority in the party. Consequently, its radical formula partially reflected inner-party struggle for
power. The second pressure came from the occupation policy of the U.S. forces. Their growing suppression (e.g., the
purge of leading members of the JCP) forced Japanese communists to resort to illegitimate means to survive. The
third pressure was exerted by foreign communists. Beijing, however, remained cautious in applying its revolutionary
formula to neighboring comrades, fearing that it could generate local leftist adventurism. Finally, as time pressed
forward, the three former pressures became increasingly huge. Therefore, the mainstream faction of the JCP lacked
sufficient time to restore the integration of the party and receive advice from Beijing until it unilaterally engaged in

illegal operations.
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