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Race and Violence in Stephen Crane’s ‘The Monster’

YONEYAMA Masafumi

Abstract

This paper explores how Stephen Crane presents African Americans in his ‘The Monster’ (1898) by comparing
this short novel with Willa Cather’s Sapphira and the Slave Girl (1940). In ‘The Monster,” Henry Johnson, an
African American, is presented as an imminent threat to European American society because of his upward mobility
and marked masculinity. Crane has this “dangerous” character maimed by a fire, a symbol of lynching, in his plot.
Henry becomes a disfigured and faceless “monster,” a grotesque version of an African American stereotype, devoid
of humanity. Likewise, in Sapphira and the Slave Girl, Nancy, a slave girl, is presented as a threat to Sapphira, her
mistress, in relation to Sapphira’s husband. Cather puts Nancy in danger of being raped and makes her run away
from the plantation to Canada. In this way, Cather removes this threat from the U.S. and lets Sapphira regain her
central place at home. Both Crane and Cather attempt to contain “dangerous” African American characters in their
novels in order to support racial caste and segregation. However, there is a difference between them: Crane betrays
his doubt and ambivalence toward racism especially through the protagonist Dr. Trescott’s opposition to Henry’s

segregation, whereas Cather complacently justifies racial hierarchy as the Southern tradition.
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