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A Study of the Development of an Instructional Book on

Paraphrasing in Japanese as a Second Language:

Issues Identified Through a Questionnaire Survey

KAMADA Michiko

Abstract

The purpose of this study was to develop a Japanese language instructional book focusing on paraphrasing in
Japanese as a second language. This study conducted a questionnaire survey to search for improvements for the book
under development and to confirm the readiness of both the university students learning Japanese language pedagogy
and the Japanese language teachers. Questions were asked to confirm whether the content that used technical terms
and explanations in the book was too difficult. The results of the survey showed that the book content was generally
appropriate, and that the basic paraphrasing skills of the students and teachers were adequate. It also discovered the
misunderstanding that “paraphrasing” only means replacing one word with another, when it can, in fact, include
various other forms of description or expression. This finding suggests that it is necessary to deal with this point in

more detail in the book to be developed.
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