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Structure and Transformation of Global Cities’ Urban
Bottoms: Tokyo Team’s Preliminary Report

Tamaki Matsuo, Kitagawa Yukihiko, Yamaguchi Keiko, Yuki Tsubasa

Abstract

Since 2018 “Structure and Transformation of Global Cities’ Urban Bottoms” has been the research topic for the
author’s research team that has focused on 6 cities, New York, Paris, Tokyo, Mexico City, Nairobi and Manila, and
has conducted studies under an international comparative perspective.

The current paper presents the preliminary results of the team in charge of Tokyo, where 25 subjects were
identified and interviewed. The interviewees belong to the bottom of the social pyramid that includes homeless
people who live or have lived on the streets and those who are in state of chronic and complete vulnerability (for
instance, recipients of livelihood public assistance). Firstly, this document will provide with an overview of the
changes to the welfare system, which in turn will provide with the background for the analysis of the results.
Secondly, through the analysis of the results of the 25 interviewees, we attempt to approach this topic from different
angles, such as the impact of the city’s urban development, the position of the urban bottom in the real-estate market,
self-identity, the relationship between employment history and qualifications, housewives in poverty and the social
relations of young women. This is a preliminary report, which will be followed by further research and deeper

analysis.
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