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A “Military Policy” of the Japanese Communist Party and
the Sino-Soviet Alliance, 1949-1955:

Dependence and Independence in the Eastern Bloc (3)

MATSUMURA Fuminori

Abstract

Under growing pressure mounted by the U.S. occupational authority, the Japanese Communist Party [JCP]
underwent a serious internal split in the spring of 1950. As its leading party members were purged and engaged in
underground activities by June, the mainstream faction was bound to unilaterally hold a confidential board by the
beginning of October in an effort to prepare for informal radical activities by reorganizing the party structure and
excluding opposing factions.

Most of the previous research blames the Chinese Communist Party [CCP] for intervening in, and even
intensifying, the internal rift of the JCP by enforcing the latter to employ Beijing-style armed struggle. This paper,
however, revisits and diminishes the influence of the CCP on a series of historical events by focusing upon several
phases.

First, Beijing issued its formal statements on Japanese communists on 7" July and 3rd September. The CCP
abruptly discarded its previous criticism of the JCP’s dominant faction by appraising the latter’s rigid stance against
rulers as well as appealing to every party member to become united under the current leadership. This equivocal
advice, however, ignored power politics in the JCP and was vulnerable to local abuse based on the CCP’s statements.
While the leading faction of the JCP exploited foreign authority to justify its severe suppression of opposition
elements, the latter also accused the former of its unilateral moves by referring to the very advice from Beijing.

Second, the main faction of the JCP informally appealed for armed struggle in a remarkable document “New
missions for communists and patriots: power for power” in early October, well before its foreign bureau in
Beijing started operations. Moreover, instead of learning directly from the CCP’s experiences in the semi-colonial
agricultural country (i.e. China), this militaristic formula was adjusted to local conditions in the industrially advanced
state (i.e. Japan).

Third, the JCP’s opposing groups voluntarily depended upon foreign communist authorities to criticize its rival
comrades, lacking stable communications with Beijing or Moscow. Even after the CCP indicated its political support
to the current leadership of the JCP, the opposing elements remained independent as well as unwilling to grovel
before the main faction of their party.

These three episodes illustrate how powerless Beijing was against political rivalries in the JCP.

(2019 4F 10 H 29 H=2#E)



