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This study explores the way in which the notion of color-blindness was
discursively constructed and transformed through various changes of school color
vision testing in Japan. The study employs a Foucauldian genealogical discourse
analysis as the methodology of this study. The notions of color-blindness during
the mandatory and the optional school color vision testing were reconceptualized
in light of disability studies. As a result, the study highlights the way in which
the notion of color-blindness has been discursively in transition from failing a
color test to self-advocating color vision needs.

First, the study examines the shifts of the notion of color-blindness during
the mandatory school color vision testing. The notion of students’ health as
disease free was constituted before the school color vision testing was
incorporated in school health examination in 1920. The Ishihara color test was
primarily used to screen out students with lacking or defective color vision in
order to improve their health. In this sense, the study addressed the medical
model of color-blindness during the mandatory school color vision testing.

Second, the study discusses the way in which the notion of color-blindness
was shifted from lacking or defective color vision towards failing the Ishihara
color test, during the mandatory school color vision testing abolition movement.
The notion of color-blindness as failing the Ishihara color test was advocated by
the people concerned with color vision defects and their families. They claimed
elimination of the color vision discrimination, which eventually concentrated on
the mandatory school color vision testing abolition movement. The study
addresses the social model of color-blindness during this transition period.

Third, the study investigates how the notion of color-blindness as self-
advocacy of color vision needs was discursively reconstructed under the optional
school color vision testing after 2003. The study examines life stories of the

younger generation of people with defective color vision. They strategically



disclosed their color vision needs based on different situations. As a result, the
study addresses the discursive formations of strategic model of color-blindness
that was discursively constituted by self-awareness, self-examination, and self-
disclosure of color-blindness.

In conclusion, the study concludes by pointing out that the strategic model
of color-blindness provides an insight into the way in which mild disabilities are
constructed in society. The findings of the study contribute to the theoretical
development of disability studies. The findings of the study will also improve
accessibility to education for learners with diverse needs. It is hoped that the
study sheds light on the shifting of notions of color-blindness in school color vision

testing.
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