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The Integration of Aussiedler in Germany:

A Study of Linguistic Integration of Russian German

SASAKI Yuka

Abstract

This paper aims to investigate the integration of ethnic German, so-called “Aussiedler” in Germany. From
the 1950s to the beginning of the 2000s, a large number of “Aussiedler” immigrated to Germany from the Eastern
European countries and the former Soviet Union. They were granted the German nationality automatically soon after
arriving in Germany.

This research focuses on the “Aussiedler” from the former Soviet Union, which is the majority group of the
ethnic German, otherwise entitled “Russian German”, and analyzes the situation of their integration into German
society. This analysis is based on the results of interviews with people who possess “Aussiedler” status for their
migration background. The question items have been constructed from 3 frames: Experiences in their fatherlands and
details of immigration to Germany, Learning of German, and inheriting Russian language for their children.

As a result, all of the interviewees have a competence of German language and Russian language. Some
common factors of their bilingualism can be found as follows. Firstly, they used mainly Russian in their mother
countries. Secondly, it is their highest priority to master German in the host society. However, they have kept using
Russian at home to retain their Russian identity in German society.

Regarding inheriting Russian language, the interviewees try to use Russian in conversation with their children.
There are various strategies of language education. Learning Russian language isn’t forced upon them, because these
people consider that German language skills are the most important thing for children. This way of thinking has been

brought about by their own hard experiences of migration and building a new life in Germany.

(2020 4£ 6 H 1 H=H)
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