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Unheard Voices of the Nuclear Disaster Evacuees Living
Outside of Fukushima (1):

Evidence from Niigata, Yamagata, and Akita Local Government Surveys

TAKAHASHI Wakana, SHIMIZU Nanako and TAKAHASHI Satoka

Abstract

Although more than nine years have passed since the accident at Tokyo Electric Power Company's Fukushima
Daiichi nuclear power plant, 34,320 evacuees are still living outside of Fukushima Prefecture as of March 2020.
According to the previous studies, some of them are continuously struggling to make their living while public
policies such as governmental housing support for the evacuees from outside of evacuation zones have been stopped
since March 2017. Moreover, neither Fukushima prefectural government nor Japanese national government has
conducted any survey of evacuees since 2015. As a result of the lack of nation-wide survey, especially the evacuees
living outside of Fukushima have become invisible and their support needs are not reflected in policy-making arenas.

On the other hand, several prefectural governments, including Niigata, Yamataga and Akita, have continued
their surveys of evacuees who were living in these prefectures. As these three prefectures are relatively close to
Fukushima, they took in more than 20,000 evacuees from Fukushima in total at its peak in 2012 and have been
actively developed their systemic ways of support. The authors consider the results of these local government
surveys on the nuclear disaster evacuees as publicly constructed evidence of their calamities and support needs.
After reviewing the trends of these local government surveys since 2011 to the present, this paper examines how the
evidence from the surveys has helped the local authorities as well as their partner organizations implementing public
policies to meet the needs of the evacuees. Additionally, it is critically examined whether the termination of the

survey and reduction of support for evacuees at the national level were appropriate in light of the evidence.
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