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Community-based Implementations and Challenges for SDGs:

An Analysis of International Norms and Localization through
the Case Study of the SDG16

FUJII Hiroshige

Abstract

Since the introduction of Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) in 2015, a variety of approaches has been
taken to achieve these goals and the initiative itself has been widely recognized in a relatively positive manner. One
of the characteristics distinct from the preceding Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) is that the SDGs target
all member states of the United Nations, regardless of their level of development. The Government of Japan is also
one of the active member countries in terms of facilitating the SDGs implementation at the national level. In contrast
to the MDGs, it seems the SDGs have been integrated and contextualized into our local values and practices these
days. Bearing this in mind, this paper explores the idea of how academia/universities can build linkage with the local
community through a collaborative effort to realize the SDGs.

It was demonstrated that the SDGs are recognized as an important agenda in the local community, whereas the
local community thinks that some SDGs, particularly SDG16 are not related to their daily life. This is because the
SDGs seems too broad to be precisely captured for translating into values and practices in the local community.
At the same time, however, this could be seen as an opportunity for local actors, especially universities, to build
stronger linkages between local communities and universities through the implementation of the SDGs in the area.
The knowledge and expertise of the university will contribute to transforming all-embracing frameworks agreed by

international society into concrete projects for its actual implementation in the local community.

(2020 4 5 H 25 HZH)
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