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A “Military Policy” of the Japanese Communist Party and
the Sino-Soviet Alliance, 1949-1955:

Dependence and Independence in the Eastern Bloc (4)

MATSUMURA Fuminori

Abstract

This paper examines three subjects. First, how did the Chinese Communist Party [CCP] deal with the problem
of a new platform and infighting of the Japanese Communist Party [JCP] early in 1951 after the latter’s mainstream
faction had set up its outpost in Beijing? The CCP’s position could lie between two extremes: a mediator (e.g.
between Moscow and Japanese communists as well as between dominant and opposing groups of the JCP) and a
mentor for Japanese comrades in formulating their platform. That can be demonstrated by several settings: the CCP
stuck to the principle of “self-reliance” by requiring its Japanese counterparts not only to design a revolutionary
formula by themselves but also to carefully handle Beijing-style armed struggle; Japanese local communists had to
employ a “military formula” even without substantial Chinese instructions because the latter encountered physical
obstacles (i.e. time and space) before reaching Japan; Beijing’s knowledge about the JCP was limited at a time when
the CCP was coping with other Asian comrades’ problems as well; it was not Mao Zedong but Joseph V. Stalin who
had the final decision on Japanese revolutionary problems in the communist bloc.

Second, what kind of power politics took place inside and outside the JCP’s outpost in Beijing? Political rivalry
was not only inevitable in itself but also was complicated by the CCP’s external mediation. The secretary general,
Kyuichi Tokuda, was politically supported by top leaders in Moscow and Beijing, meanwhile Sanzo Nosaka
was highly respected by the Japanologists in the International Department of the CCP’s central committee. The
Japanologists sought reconciliation between the JCP’s warring factions with the backing of a Sinologist, Kuraji
Anzai, who served as a bridge between Japanese and Chinese communists. Their effort was, however, obstructed by
Tokuda who refused any compromises with his rivals. Moreover, he interrogated Anzai about confidential operations
aimed at installing Tokuda’s formidable rival, Kenji Miyamoto, as their next leader.

The third subject is related to the 4th National Convention of the JCP, which was confidentially held in late
February 1951. Even lacking intense interventions from the CCP, the convention adopted a resolution involving the
so-cold “military policy”. Ironically, however, the resolution was aimed more at restraining comrades’ adventurous
activities and less at radicalizing revolutionary struggle although their illegal operations had not yet been thoroughly
prepared. This indicates the JCP’s “military policy” was not a copy of Beijing’s formula, but deeply reflected local

conditions.

(2020 4 5 H 28 H=HL)
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