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Importance of Childcare Facilities and Issues in Foster

Parent Entrustment: A Survey of Facility Staff

MASHIYAMA Takako

Abstract

The 2011 revision to the Child Welfare Law clarified that children are entitled to certain rights. The “New Social
Care Vision” announced in 2017 sought to materialize this revised idea. I investigated how the “New Social Care
Vision” was perceived by the manager of a childcare facility, and identified the issues with the new vision. The study
was conducted in two parts: first, facility staff answered an open-ended questionnaire; second, on the basis of the
answers to the questionnaire, the staff were interviewed for further clarification.

Although no direct criticism of the new vision was detected in the questionnaire, the results revealed an issue with
foster care placement and highlighted the importance of childcare facilities. On the basis of the questionnaire results,
I interviewed the facility staff further, implementing the “New Social Care Vision” to clarify specific and important
issues.

The results revealed problems with foster parent entrustment; specifically, there are few available foster parents
and the enrollment process is difficult, while the number of children in need of foster care increases. Ultimately, the
results emphasize that facility care is indispensable as long as foster parent entrustment remains problematic, and for

ensuring permanency.

(20204F 6 H 1 H=#1)
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