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This doctoral dissertation investigates the effects of own language use on ethnic Malay
students who studied Japanese as a Second Language (JSL) at a Japanese language
preparatory school in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. The effects of own language use in the
classroom were explored using quasi-experimental methods consisting of two groups and
two treatments. This study focused on investigating the effects of own language use on
students’ grammar comprehension with regard to its effects on the students’ test scores and
their overall understanding as well as their attitudes towards own language use. In addition
to this, the grammatical words tested in the study were examined to determine which would
be better understood using own language as compared to when using the target language
only. The chapters of this dissertation are summarized below.

Chapter 1 covers the contextual background of the study which is set in Malaysia; a
multiethnic, multilingual country. It discusses the statement of problems surrounding
Japanese language education in the country as well as the aims and objectives of the

research. The three research questions that guided this study are as follows:

1. Is students’ grammar comprehension better facilitated by a teacher’s use of own
language or by providing target language-only information?

2. What are students’ attitudes towards own language use?

3. Does exposure to own language use in the classroom improve students’ attitudes towards
it?

Chapter 2 is a literature review on the history and empirical research of own language
use as well as the literature on students’ attitudes. It also examines the theoretical framework
used in this study which is the multicompetence theory and Macaro’s theoretical positions of
own language use.

Chapter 3 reports the findings of a pilot study that was conducted in order to fine-tune
the research instruments utilized in the main study. Then, Chapter 4 describes in detail the
methodology of the main study. Four instruments were utilized which are 1) a pre-test post-
test achievement test, 2) diagnostic tests, 3) lesson questionnaires and 4) an attitude survey.
The data collected were analyzed using Mann Whitney U tests, Wilcoxon signed-rank tests,

frequency responses and thematic coding.



Chapters 5 and 6 report on the findings of the main study, which focuses on the effects
of own language use on students’ grammar achievement and students’ attitudes. In addition,
two exploratory questions investigated the difference in the perceived level of
comprehension from the students and the difference in learning difficulty of each
grammatical word. Initial results suggest own language use had positive effects on students
when learning grammatical words associated with time-related expressions. Results from
the attitude survey also illustrate positive changes in the attitudes of students who attended
own language-inclusive classrooms compared to students who attended target language-only
classrooms.

Finally, Chapter 7 discusses the findings of the previous two chapters in great depth,
including its implications, limitations, and suggestions for future research. This dissertation
is an effort to promote localization of Japanese language education in Malaysia so that it
may empower local nonnative speakers in the country and further develop similar research

in the field.
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