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Overlooked Voices of the Nuclear Disaster Evacuees
Living Outside of Fukushima (2):

Comparison between the Nation-wide Survey of Fukushima Prefecture
and Local Surveys of Niigata, Yamagata and Akita Prefectures

TAKAHASHI Wakana, SHIMIZU Nanako and TAKAHASHI Satoka

Abstract

As we saw in Part 1, the three prefectures hosting the evacuees from Fukushima Prefecture, Niigata, Yamagata
and Akita prefectures have conducted annual surveys of evacuees until today. On the other hand, Fukushima
Prefecture conducted the nationwide surveys of all evacuees for only three years from FY2013 to FY2015, which
turned out to be one of the few nationwide surveys. After this survey, Fukushima prefecture announced that support
for government-funded housing for evacuees from outside the evacuation zone would be terminated in March 2017.
Was this decision based on the evidence? With this in mind, Part II first addresses the nationwide survey conducted
by Fukushima Prefecture, describing the evacuation situation, support needs, and challenges of the survey itself.
This is followed by comparison of the results of the Niigata, Yamagata, and Akita prefectures’ surveys with those in
Fukushima prefecture. After comparing the basic structure of the surveys, a cross-sectional comparison of evacuation
status and support needs is conducted, with the second section covering FY2012-5 and the third section covering
FY2016-9.

The results can be summarized as follows; the main reason for the wide evacuation was due to radiation
concerns. Family separation and evacuation of mothers and children were evident, with frequent trips to and
from the Fukushima prefecture for family visits. A distressing choice was the transfer of resident's card, which
continued to cause various difficulties and disadvantages regardless of their choices. Many households were living in
government-funded temporary housing. Although there was a great need for the continuation of housing support, the
support for the evacuees from areas outside of the evacuation zone was cut off in 2017. In the midst of this situation,
the economic situation is extremely difficult, and many households are suffering from double family budgets and
reduced income. Trust in official information is low, and there are doubts about the transparency of information and
complaints about gaps in information needs. There is a sense of unfairness and unreasonableness in compensation for
nuclear damage. Mental and physical discomfort is evident. In this context, it is evident that many households have

uncertain prospects for the future. (To be continued to part 3.)
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