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Nasu in Haiku (2):
The Influence of Westernization and Modernization
MATSUI Takako
Abstract

Nasu is the north-east district in Tochigi prefecture with a long history and famous for its splendid nature and hot
springs. People in Nasu are much proud of their home place. The Imperial Japanese government promoted Japan’s
westernization and modernization during the Meiji era in the second half of the 19th century. The revolution affected
daily life in Nasu and changed the calendar, clothes, and footwear.

Most of modern Haiku include kigo, seasonal words which express seasonal feelings. Kigo has cultivated
traditional meanings with a long history and is an essential part of every haiku. Haiku poets faced civilization and
enlightenment in the Meiji Restoration. They followed the change and varied the kigo.

Since the Edo period when haiku became more popular, many haiku poets have visited Nasu and described the
natural value of the district with their haiku eyes. The haiku include both things in the modern and pre-modern era.
The characteristic points of modernity in Nasu are cows and warhorses in stock farms and the Imperial villa.

Even in the 21st century, people in Nasu keep pre-modern lifestyles, and authentic Japanese feelings survive in
traditional customs. In conclusion, things modern never reach to overwhelm things pre-modern in Nasu. So, Nasu

haiku include both modernized and pre-modern feature.
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