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A “Military Policy” of the Japanese Communist Party and
the Sino-Soviet Alliance, 1949-1955:

Dependence and Independence in the Eastern Bloc (5)

MATSUMURA Fuminori

Abstract

In February 1951 the 4" National Convention of the Japanese Communist Party [JCP] tried to employ the so-
called “military policy” that maintained self-restraint in the organization of armed struggle efforts without radical
measures. The original draft, probably written by a mainstream leader (i.e., Etsuro Shiino or Yojiro Konno), focused
its radical struggle on rural areas and failed to secure consensus in leadership. The leaders feared that such a Beijing
formula oriented policy was not compatible with Japanese local conditions and could even lead to serious criticisms
in the party. In contrast to a common view, however, the “military policy” could not been formally employed in the
convention but merely circulated among the members involved. Such an ironic posture reflected more on an inner-
party rivalry and less on external political conditions because a mainstream group had to prevent opposing members
from blaming the former for resorting to “left adventurist” moves.

Immediately after the convention, several mainstream leaders were forced to submit their self-criticism papers
under dual pressure from inner-bloc and inner-party politics. In the socialist bloc, Kyuichi Tokuda, the secretary
general, had to display his strong leadership in the JCP when he met Joseph V. Stalin in Moscow early in the summer
of 1951. Possibly under advice or even pressure from Moscow and Beijing, Tokuda and his colleagues were bound
to conduct their self-criticism to extract serious concessions from opposing members as an effort to reunify the JCP.

A series of self-criticism efforts can be separated into two phases. In the initial phase self-criticism articles in
fictitious names of Haruo Uchiyama and Koichiro Mori remained defensive to achieve compromise in the party
from April to May when mainstream leaders lacked a firm backing from Stalin. In July, however, Etsuro Shiino, the
chairman of provisional central leadership, launched an offensive against rival members in his self-criticism article
at a time when the leading faction gained political support of Moscow.

Under heavy pressure from foreign communists, most opposing members (i.e., Yoshio Shiga or Jiro Akitsuki [a
pen name]) were also engaged in self-criticism to reunify the party. Their attitude, however, merely responded to
the pressure, lacking their own serious introspection. Moreover a few of them (i.e., Kenji Miyamoto) virtually or
tactically ignored advice from Moscow and Beijing.

Regardless of mainstream or opposing faction, most members skillfully exploited Stalin’s authority to secure its
foothold in the party. But it is ironic that Japanese communists absorbed inner-party politics instead of intensifying

their primary struggle against external enemies.

(2020 4E 11 H 2 H=#)



