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The Castle of Indolence by James Thomson
and the Ideas of Indolence (5)

[ZUHA Takashi

Abstract

Considering the analogy between the eighteenth-century English landscape gardens and the castle of indolence
in terms that both are recognized as sources of imagination and creativity, Thomson’s idea of indolence has its
importance in the sense that indolence can be accepted positively as the source of creating arts like poems. As
Sambrook mentions, Thomson thought that a cause for poets was to serve the cause of public virtue instead of being
a self-indulgent, self-absorbed dreamer. To make the castle publicly good enough for all comers to be able to culture
their imagination, Thomson describes this castle as a place of poetical associations in analogy with the contemporary
landscape gardens and the classical mount Parnassus. This imaginative and poetical castle of indolence is what
romantic poets were inspired by in the early nineteenth century. The influence upon the later romanticists shows that

Thomson the poet served the cause of public virtue with his poetical contributions to inspire the next generations.
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