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Compact City and LRT:

Civic Participation in the process of Utsunomiya Light Rail Project

KURIHARA Shunsuke

Abstract

This journal intends to examine the potential for Utsunomiya Light Rail as a part of Utsunomiya’s Compact City
Plan from the civic participation point of view. Compact City has been addressed since 1970’s with a change of its
concept from solution for density of a city center to making a city itself compact and functionable under the decreasing
population society. Public transportation is, thus, a crucial component for this concept.

Japan’s Compact City Plan has been various in terms of mode of public transportation such as Toyama City with
LRT, Niigata City with BRT (Bus Rapid Transit) and Aomori City with the current public transportation system, which
leads to a fact that LRT has superiority relatively.

Utsunomiya is the first city in Japan that will open completely new LRT. However, it has been controversial among
the citizens about the LRT project. It has, in fact, become one of the issues for the mayor elections twice so far.

In order to make the LRT successful as the first step for Utsunomiya’s Compact City Plan, investing and making
use of human resources is the key element, in addition to infrastructure development, for reflecting on Utsunomiya’s

civic participation so far.
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