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A Study on Japanese Language Education for the Native
Speakers:

How to Pronounce Vowels and Consonants with Physical Sensitivity?

MATSUI Takako

Abstract

Most Japanese native speakers rarely learn how to pronounce Japanese vowels and consonants. They only imitate
the pronunciation of their family and neighborhood. That is why not a few Japanese people dislike public speaking.
If they intend to get good at it, they will receive special training for counter value. Such training is voice training
fixed originally for the professionals such as actors, opera singers, and announcers. Efficient vocalization will
prevent their vocal cords from injury.

The Japanese Language has five vowels, and one of them follows every consonant. Articulating the vowels
is essential for Japanese speakers. When they pronounce the vowels, the order is usually a-i-u-e-o, the same as
the written language. And a-i-u-e-o is anatomically harder to pronounce than e-i-a-o-u because the articulator of
Japanese speakers moves more smoothly when they pronounce e-i-a-o-u.

The consonant of the ka column of the kana syllabary is plosive. And that of the sa column of the kana syllabary
is fricative. Whereas the ta column of the kana syllabary, the sound of 7a, fe, to are plosive, that of chi and zsu is
affricate. Both na and ma are nasal sounds. And the pronunciation of ga, gi, gu, ge, and go becomes nasalized under
some conditions. About the 4a column of the kana syllabary, only hi is a fricative consonant with i vowel. Both the
ba and pa columns of the kana syllabary are plosive. The ra column of the kana syllabary has a consonant peculiar
to the Japanese language. For articulating ya, yu, and yo, you need to pronounce i vowel faintly at first. Similar to the
ya columns of the kana syllabary, wa follows faint # vowel.

When you intend to pronounce the consonant and vowel combinations in the Japanese language, your

imagination inspired by these features will help you articulate them.
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