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Seasonal Feeling in Early Summer:
‘A Summerlike Atmosphere’ and ‘A Greenly Gentle Breeze’
MATSUI Takako
Abstract

What makes us feel that summer begins? For example, the fresh green of young leaves lets us know that summer
has come. Japanese people also notice the change of the season from spring to summer when they find that Japanese
Irises and Japanese Hydrangea are in flower. In the Czech Republic, people also could know the beginning of
summer with some summer flowers because both countries have four seasons.

Natsu-meku, or a summerlike atmosphere, is a widely known summer seasonal word. This seasonal word enables
haiku poets to compose haiku applying their sensibility. They enjoy their creative activity in foreign countries as well
as in Japan.

Another attractive summer seasonal word is kaze-kaoru, a greenly gentle breeze. It comfortably stimulates our
sense of smell. The breeze brings the fresh smell of green leaves. Japanese haiku poets like using this word during
their journey even outside Japan. Their haiku describe the beauty of these places, the statue of Saint Mary in the
church in Budapest, a white postbox in the Republic of San Marino, and the windmills as historically conserved
properties in the suburbs of Amsterdam with the refreshing breeze.

Because Japanese summer weather is high temperature and humidity, people in Japan suffer from it. They prefer
a cool and refreshing feeling and seek it with their five senses. Because the summer in the Czech Republic is milder
than in Japan, people in the Czech Republic can enjoy the summer breeze for a longer time. They would catch the
wonderful summer with their senses.

Japanese people and Czech people could share seasonal feelings in summer and express them in their haiku. This

creative activity embodies the internationalization of haiku.

(2021 4 11 B 1 H=#)





