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Japanese Language Education for the Czech Japanese
Language Learners:

How to Improve Their Japanese Pronunciations?

MATSUI Takako

Abstract

In Japanese language education, both teachers and learners treat it lightly to practice the precise pronunciation of
Japanese vowels and consonants mainly because there is no oral test in the certifying examination. Accordingly, the
teachers and learners feel less need for such practice. The learners consequently acquire strongly accented Japanese
affected by their native languages. Such kind of Japanese interrupts smooth oral communication.

Czech native speakers stress the first syllable of almost every word, which is far different from the Japanese
tonic accent, so the interference of the Czech accent makes their Japanese pronunciation hard to catch. They need to
master a pitch accent with an equal beat for not speaking unnatural Japanese.

The most important thing for beginners is mastering how to pronounce the vowels. Japanese language learners
should keep brushing up the skill for proper pronouncing the five vowels. That is because one of which always
follows every consonant with few exceptions.

Effective learning for improving their Japanese pronunciation is that they become aware of the human body
consisting of bones, muscles, and organs. And especially the movement of the diaphragm, the rib cage, and the pelvic
floor because they link together in breathing. In addition, it is efficient that they understand the shape and movement
of a tongue, the lips, and the oral cavity.

Then, they practice moving the organs for proper pronunciation by reading a poem aloud. I selected the poem ‘a
iue o’ by Mado * Michio as teaching material. Moreover, I use a challenging material, the Noh chant. This material
must be attractive and instructive for the Czech students who attend my online seminars to modulate a rise and fall

of a pitch at a fixed rhythm.

(2021 4 11 B 1 H=#)





