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A “Military Policy” of the Japanese Communist Party and
the Sino-Soviet Alliance, 1949-1955:

Dependence and Independence in the Eastern Bloc (7)

MATSUMURA Fuminori

Abstract

In October 1951, the Japanese Communist Party [JCP] held the “Fifth National Convention” to adopt a new
radical platform crafted in Moscow under the leadership of Joseph V. Stalin. Previous studies assert that Japanese
communists were forced to engage in armed struggle under heavy pressure from the Kremlin, and partly from
Beijing.

This paper revisits the historical process by examining three limitations of the foreign pressure.

The first limitation is concerned with local radical moves that had already started in Japan long before a new
platform arrived from Moscow. By then, the JCP set up clandestine apparatuses to engage in armed struggles
(codenamed “Y” activities) in two main fields. Firstly, the party organized laborers to conduct self-defense battles
in their workplaces by resorting to illegal means. Secondly, underground groups of the party penetrated the U.S.
military bases in Japan to disturb the latter’s logistical support to allied forces in the Korean War. Their radical
struggles were not necessarily prompted by a new platform born overseas.

The second limitation took place in a chain of command in the JCP. Its unmatured underground organizations
lacked a strong command system in marshaling armed struggles across the country, leaving peripheral independent
reckless moves to be advanced by the rank-and-file. Such a difficulty became particularly serious in organizing fierce
anti-U.S. strife waged by Korean residents in Japan because the latter put supporting their compatriots in the Korean
War ahead of conducting local struggles in Japan. Hence foreign pressure, if it existed, failed to exert its power and
influence especially on peripheral moves in Japan due to the immature command system of the JCP.

The third limitation was involved in the Sino-Soviet power-sharing idea. Stalin expected Beijing to play a leading
role in advancing anti-imperial movements in East Asia. This strategy, however, had two conundrums in the JCP’s
problems. First, as an advanced industrial state Japan had a peculiar positon in Asia where developing countries
were a majority. Thus, the Kremlin made a final decision on a new platform of Japanese comrades without any
substantial interventions by Chinese communists. Second, by the summer of 1952, Stalin began to encourage Beijing
to establish a formal diplomatic relationship with its neighbors to isolate imperialist powers instead of pursuing their
previous strategy (i.e., rallying neighboring communists via party-to-party relations). The JCP lost its vital presence

in this new Sino-Soviet strategy.
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