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TICAD has been a platform for development
issues that influenced the MGDs after TICAD for
the first time in 1998 and set development goals with
numerical targets. However, ten years after, TICAD
starts to move away from such welfare development
aid to promote trade and investments. Although this
may be regarded as promoting Japan's economic
interests, African stakeholders seem to be in favor of
TICAD promoting trade and investments. In terms of
actors, TICAD has been at the government level and
the AU only become a co-organizer at TICAD V. The
role of CSOs/NGOs have been limited, especially
African CSOs/NGOs. The ordinary people of Africa
have basically been left out of the TICAD process
and that generally shows in their ignorance about the
TICAD process.
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From 1957 to 2000, policy instability affected aid
to Ghana. Having achieved political and economic
stability after reintroducing democracy and liberal
economy, Ghana has become regarded as a model
country for Japanese aid, especially for the promotion
of economic growth through promotion of trade and
investments by the Japanese private sector especially.
As aid to Ghana generally reduces, the prospects and
challenges of trade and investment including mainly
from Japan comes under the spotlight.
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