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Road un-paving

Benefits:

- Fewer cars, especially
unwanted ones

- Fewer motorcycles

- Slower visits, making
overnight stay more likely

Downsides:

- Residents of Chuzeniji
Onsen and Yumoto Onsen
might be opposed
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Thank you all for coming to my presentation and inviting me to speak today. I am going to talk
about some of my experiences with national parks in the US and share some ideas based on that
for the Nikko area.

I think we will all agree that Okunikko is a very beautiful area, but in my opinion, the beauty is
somewhat reduced by the amount of concrete-based infrastructure in the area. When we had our
study visit, a few weeks ago, one of the questions on the survey that we were asking tourists was,
“What kinds of pollution they had encountered during their visit to Okunikko?” T thought this
was a bit of a strange question, because I had never really experienced pollution in the Nikko
area. The air is very clean, the water is very clean, there is not much trash. However, it occurred
to me that one kind of pollution that does occur in Okunikko is noise pollution. There are several
sources of noise pollution in this area. First of all, there are motorboats on Lake Chuzenji, whose
noise can be heard from very far away. However, in my view, this is a very easy problem to solve.
There are not a lot of motorboats, so eliminating them from the lake would affect very few people
negatively, and it would cause benefits for nearly everyone who visits this area. However, a trickier
problem, there are many people who come to Okunikko just to drive on curvy roads with motorcycles
and sports cars. It is obviously not possible to make these activities illegal, but in my view, there
are some easy steps that can be taken to make them less desirable.

Now I am going to talk very briefly about my experience working in Yosemite National Park,
20 years ago. That is me in July 2001. The United States was the first country to have a system
of national parks, and this is often viewed as an inspiration by park managers in other countries.
But my view, having worked for national parks in the US, is that there are some things that should
not be taken as an inspiration from them. My view is that national parks management in the United
States is too heavy handed. So, for an instance, it costs 35 dollars just to enter Yosemite National
Park. Similarly, US national parks are very heavily regulated areas, and in my view, the experience
of nature is reduced by this high level of regulation. So personally, I prefer the more relaxed
approach to park management that is taken in Japan.

One controversial aspect of park management in the United States is how many cars should be
allowed into national parks and how much infrastructure there should be to support cars. California
Highway 120, which reaches an elevation of nearly 3,000 meters, cuts Yosemite National Park in
half. This road was built around the year of 1900, and in the 1950's it was turned into a paved
road, which was already a controversial move, according to a lot of conservationists in California
at the time. Now this road is a very smooth paved area, much like a lot of the roads in Okunikko,
which is very inviting to people who like to drive sports cars and motorcycles along curvy roads.

In my view, some of roads between Nikko and Okunikko should be unpaved, and I feel the same
way about many roads in national parks in the United States. This would result in several benefits,
fewer cars, fewer motorcycles and less noise pollution. This could also introduce a feeling of slow
tourism into the area, which would hopefully encourage more people to spend an overnight visit
in the Okunikko area, which I understand is one of the goals of the tourism promotion authorities
in the area. Of course, this is something that would require some accommodations for the residents
of Chuzenji Onsen and Yumoto Onsen, but I think there might be some creative approaches that

could achieve this.



That is the end of my presentation. Thank you very much for listening to my ideas today.
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