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Stanislaus Acauah (FEEAFARZREFEFHRRHE T RHERRD)
Thank you very much. My name is Stanislaus Acquah. A Ghanaian student at Utsunomiya
University, 3rd year Ph.D. student. So now, I will be talking about TICAD and ODA.

Stanislaus Acquah (F#EAZ A RERZHEEIE R HA3 H

7IVhEIFESZE (TICAD)LODA

TICAD & ODA
. TICAD as platform for - BIRRIBEOT 5y IA—LELTD
development issues TICAD
- TICAD shifting from welfare - FERIEBNSES - 1READS T

aid to trade and investment

. Actors in international . [EPEREZRETICADICBEDZ 7045 —
affairs and TICAD - TRHE0SN%

« Civil Society Participation

We could see that TICAD serves as a platform for development issues. In that sense, in
1998, TICAD sets development goals, and sets targets and that was before the Millennium
Development Goals in 2000. TICAD was influential towards the Millennium Development Goals.
But ten years later at TICAD IV in 2008, we saw a shift from such development, from welfare aid
to promotion of trade and investment. This is seen by some as a way for Japan to promote its
economic interests in Africa. On the other hand, African countries seem happy with the new
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developments in TICAD: promoting trade and investment in Africa and trying to attract more
Japanese investments into Africa.

But in terms of the actors in TICAD, we could see that it was only from TICAD V that the
African Union became a co-organizer of TICAD. This also presents some challenges because the
African Union recognized Western Sahara as a sovereign state, but Japan that is the main host
country of TICAD does not regard Western Sahara as a sovereign country.

Another important actor in the TICAD process has been the Civil Society Organizations.
They have played very little role because they have not been given the opportunity to play a much
bigger role in the TICAD process. And it is even more worrisome that African Civil Society
Organizations and NGOs were able to participate for the first time at TICAD IV following the
advocacy of Japanese Civil Society Organizations. And it seems for African Civil Society
Organizations and NGOs to be able to participate in TICAD, they must have some link or be
associated with some Japanese Civil Society Organizations, and also have a representation in
Japan before they can do that. I experienced that myself as a worker for a Ghanaian NGO when I
participated in TICAD VII. African people, including myself, are quite ignorant about TICAD

because we have not been involved in the TICAD process.
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Japan’s ODA to Ghana

Now, I'll talk about ODA to Ghana in the context of Ghana’s economic liberalization in
relation to Japanese ODA to Ghana. We can see that from 1957 to 2000 was a period of policy
instability when there was a mixture of military and civilian governments, and governments that
pursued either capitalism or socialism. And that affected their attitude towards receiving aid, and
even the attitude of donor countries giving aid to Ghana. But from 2001, when Ghana was able to
change power from one civilian government to another for the first time in the country's history,

we saw a relatively stable economic growth. But that also affected in several ways because Ghana
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then entered HIPC, which also helped to stabilize the economy. But also, when Ghana became a
lower-middle-income country in 2010, that also affected aid to Ghana, including Japanese ODA
to Ghana. Japanese aid to Ghana is based on Japan's country assistance program, which the last
one in 2012 sets four priorities. The first one is the promotion of agriculture. Japan promotes
projects like the Sustainable Development of Rain-Fed Lowland Rice Production Project in Ghana.
However, farmers are not able to sell their rice because of cheap imports from so many countries
in Asia and America. We can see the Japanese aid to Ghana is going through changes. Ghana itself
declared “Ghana Beyond Aid” in 2017, and the Japanese government welcomes this approach.
Japan is trying to promote more trade and investments in Ghana, but the challenge is how the
Japanese private sector will be able to work alongside Ghanaian businesses without crowding-out
Ghanaian businesses and whether they could have partnerships between them. These are the
prospects and challenges of Japanese ODA going forward.

Thank you very much. This is the end of my presentation.

A (IS

Thank you very much Stan.
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