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Please allow me to give me my brief presentation in English. Ana Sueyoshi, from the
Faculty of International Studies at Utsunomiya University. I was in charge of writing a column on
Latin Americans of Japanese origin and Japanese ODA. As many of you know, Latin America is
the current home to the world’s largest population of overseas Japanese or Nikkeijin. The
association of Nikkei and Japanese abroad estimates that there are almost 4 million Nikkeijin in
the world, and that approximately half of them are Brazilians. There are other Latin American
countries that also host large populations of Japanese ancestry, such as Peru, Argentina, Mexico,

Bolivia, and Paraguay.
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Since its beginnings over a century ago, Japanese immigration has always played an
important role in Japan and its Latin American counterparts’ bilateral relations. As trade and
investment from Japan were redirected to other closer geographical areas in the 1980s, the
economic ties led by the private sector between Japan and Latin America weakened. However, the

Japanese immigrants and their descendants have been a constant factor in the Japan-Latin America
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relation, which has been strengthened by the migration of Nikkei Latin Americans to Japan by the
late 1980s.

On the other hand, the Japanese government through ODA has filled the space left by the
private sector retreat. Since then, ODA has played a significant role as a promoter of partnerships
with the private sector in trade, finance, and technology.

Counting on overseas Japanese communities in Latin America is an advantage for both
regions when it comes to embarking on new projects. Being aware of the role of Nikkeijin
communities in Latin America, JICA has developed several programs aimed at supporting and
enhancing the collaboration and relations with the overseas Japanese and their descendants.

Let me present here some of those programs. One of them consists of educational initiatives
for the next generations, through which junior high school, high school, and university students
are invited to Japan, so they can acquire a better understanding of Japanese culture and Japanese
society, and build their identity as Nikkei. JICA also offers scholarships to private students in
Japan. Through other programs, JICA supports overseas Japanese in their countries of residence
in different areas, such as education, health, and welfare, by sending Japanese volunteers and
providing financial and technical aid. Also, there is a Special Participation Program for school
teachers for Nikkei communities, in which Japanese teachers are dispatched to schools. Those
teachers upon their return to Japan are expected to assist with the education of Nikkei children
who are living in Japan.

One of the last programs I would like to present here is hosting Nikkei trainees at the
proposal of universities, local governments, and private enterprises in Japan. This program aims
to promote nation-building in their own countries, and also bilateral exchange between Latin
American countries and Japan.

Finally, I would like to emphasize the potential role of overseas Japanese in the future
relations between Japan and Latin American countries through ODA. So far, Japan-born or Japan-
raised Nikkeijin who have moved to Latin America, most of them to Brazil or Peru, due to their
Japanese language proficiency and first-hand experience of Japanese culture and Japanese society,
have participated in several JICA projects, mostly as translators or interpreters. As those Nikkei
returnees graduate from Latin American universities, they could play a more active role in ODA
promotion as engineers, researchers, technicians, teachers, and so forth. Once, ODA recipients,

Nikkeijin can become active players and promoters of Japanese ODA. Thank you very much.
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