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Gifu City in Haiku

MATSUI Takako

Abstract

Gifu City is the capital of Gifu Prefecture, with a population of about 400,000 and an area of about 200 square
kilometers. Gifu City's postal code is 500, which is the median postal code in Japan, so people in Gifu City believe
that Gifu City is the center of Japan.

Haiku poets write their haiku around famous places and historic sites in Gifu City, such as the Nagara River,
Mount Kinkazan and Gifu Park.

The Nagara River is a large river between the Kiso River in the east and the Ibi River in the west (the cultural
border between the east and west of Japan). The Nagara River is home to the annual cormorant fishing season from
May 11 to October 15, when six cormorant boats burn cormorants on their bows, creating a stunning contrast of light
and dark.

At the top of Mt. Kinkazan, there was an impregnable castle. When warlord Dosan Saitd ruled Mino, it was
Inabayama Castle in Inokuchi. Then, Nobunaga Oda, a native of Owari, ruled Mino and renamed it Gifu Castle in
Gifu intending to unify the country. However, it was abandoned after the Battle of Sekigahara, rebuilt in the Meiji
era, destroyed by an accidental fire during the Pacific War, and rebuilt in 1956 with reinforced concrete to serve as an
exhibition and archive.

The Gifu Daibutsu (Great Buddha) of Shobouji Temple is a 13.7-meter-high seated statue of dry lacquer and is
called Kago Daibutsu. The delicately lit Gifu Chochin is a Bon lantern made of local bamboo to welcome the spirits

of ancestors.

(2022 4E 4 H 4 H#)





