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A “Military Policy” of the Japanese Communist Party and
the Sino-Soviet Alliance, 1949-1955:

Dependence and Independence in the Eastern Bloc (8)

MATSUMURA Fuminori

Abstract

From August to October 1951, Japanese communists convened the 20" meeting of the central committee and the
“Fifth National Convention” to pass a “new platform” crafted by the Kremlin. Previous studies take it for granted
that foreign comrades forced the Japanese Communist Party [JCP] to adopt the platform and push ahead with radical
moves such as armed struggle.

This paper, however, aims to identify the JCP’s relatively independent roles in formulating its radical
revolutionary formula by downplaying foreign pressure. Besides the foreign-born platform, the party then passed
a series of resolutions, vividly reflecting its original strategies and interests. A subtle but vital gap between the new
platform and other documents can explain Japanese comrades’ independence in at least three fields.

First, Moscow’s platform referred to general rules without detailed directives like armed struggle strategies and
consequently left Japanese communists to marshal local moves. A variety of radical tactics adopted in the resolutions
came not from abroad but from the JCP’s original formula.

Second, the Kremlin gave greater weight to fighting against external enemies (i.e., the Yoshida administration and
its local adherents under the rule of US) than to JCP’s interparty politics in its platform. In stark contrast, Japanese
communists focused more sharply on the latter (i.e., struggle against factional activities) than on the former in their
resolutions. In the case of external enemies, Moscow’s platform was targeted directly at the Japanese government
and indirectly at the US occupational authority while the JCP’s previous formula was directed at the US-Japan allied
power. Japanese comrades, however, grudgingly accepted and justified Moscow’s position.

Third, Joseph V. Stalin crafted the platform as part of rallying local masses behind Japanese communists to
confront the Anglo-American efforts to incorporate Japan into the Western bloc by arranging the “separate” peaceful
settlement with Tokyo. Facing hardship such as the purge from public service, however, the JCP leaders failed to
pass the platform by the San-Francisco peace conference. Hence Stalin’s formula largely lost its raison d'etre and

substantially allowed local comrades to conduct their own struggle after the US-Japan allied relationship emerged.

(2022 4£ 5 A 31 HZ#)





