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Abstract

Almost four years have passed since the serious accident at the TEPCO’s (Tokyo Electric Power Company)
Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear Power Plant on March 11%, 2011 which was caused by the Great East Japan earthquake
and tsunami. The successive nuclear meltdowns and the explosions caused by the ignition of the hydrogen inside the
reactors led to serious radiation leaks and prolonged contamination of the air, soil, water and the ocean. The affected
areas have been found not only in Fukushima Prefecture but also surrounding Tohoku and Kanto areas. Despite the
Government-led decontamination programs have been carried out, the air and soil radiation levels are still high in
many areas. Due to this ongoing radiation, there has been an exodus of residents who decided to evacuate not only
from inside but also from outside the designated evacuation areas.

The author and her colleagues have conducted surveys targeting evacuees with small children and pregnant
women from Fukushima staying in neighboring prefectures to ascertain their needs in 2012. In addition, surveys on
the families with preschooler still living in contaminated areas were also conducted in 2012 and 2013.The results
show that many evacuees from Fukushima have been isolated from their families, relatives and friends, and have
been socially, economically and psychologically trapped. The similar circumstances affect those who have stayed
in Fukushima and neighboring contaminated areas as there is a strong anxiety over their children’s health risk due
to radiation. Despite these difficulties of many families, the assistance offered by national and local governments
has not been effective enough to secure their lives. This paper tries to analyze this human-made crisis from the

perspective of “human security.”
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