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Human Security in Crisis and Its Global Context
The endangered right to health
after the TEPCO’s Fukushima Nuclear Accident Volume 2

SHIMIZU Nanako

Abstract

While the local and national governments were slow to protect people living in the contaminated areas from
radiation exposure, the voluntary citizens’ groups and NGOs were actively engaging in monitoring the air and food
radiation dose and in lobbying for the legislation of a national law to protect residents in affected areas including the
prefectures besides Fukushima. Finally, the Statute on Protection and Support for the Children and other Victims of
TEPCQO’s Nuclear Power Plant Disaster has been passed in June 2012. Subsequently, it was recommended by the UN
Human Rights Council’s Special Rapporteur to realize the policies envisaged in the law without delay in 2013.

However, the Japanese Government has been reluctant to enact the law in accordance to its original spirit and
aim and the basic policies of the law were decided without reflecting the voices of the victims. On the other hand,
the both local and national governments have been much eager to mobilize the risk communication campaign with
the aim of persuading the affected population to believe that the low level radiation dose not bring any health risks.
These trends of underestimating the health risks caused by the low dose radiation have been supported by the global
structure of the nuclear industries since the age of the Cold War to the present.

As the questionnaire surveys conducted by the author and her colleagues have clearly shown, the human
insecurity of the victims of the Fukushima Nuclear Power Plant accident is still serious issue to be addressed. This
paper indicates that national interests supersede human security and the right to health, especially the rights of
children to grow up safely, has been significantly threatened. Restoring these rights and empowering the victims who
try to protect their children and themselves are urgent issues for human security not only in Japan but also for the

world today.

(2014 4£ 10 H 31 H=#)



