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Preserving an Historical District and the

Khanakammakan Chumchon :

Case Study of the Phraeng Phuthon Community
in Phra Nakhon District of Bangkok

KAEWMANOTHAM Malee and MAKITA Minoru

Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to shed light on the role of local residents in preserving Phraeng Phuthon, a historical
community in Phra Nakhon District in the center of Bangkok. Phraeng Phuthon was one of the first urban districts
that was developed in Bangkok on the site of a former palace toward the end of the 19th century as roads were con-
structed and colonial style interconnected housing with shops on the ground floor was erected along the roads. The
paper traces the role of local residents in preserving the character of Phraeng Phuthon through their involvement in
the community-based khanakammakan chumchon (community committee) activities, and considers this involvement

in light of the movement of local people to obtain the right to residency.
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