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A Great Loss of Local Sports Governance after the East

Japan Earthquake Disaster

NAKAMURA Yuji

Abstract

This paper is to clarify the great loss situation of public sports facilities in disaster-stricken areas : Koriyama,
Kesennuma, Ishinomaki, Iwaki, Kamaishi, Urayasu, Fukushima and Minamisoma Cities. Many sports facilities
suffered heavy damage from the 3.11, 2011 great earthquake, tsunami, nuclear power plant accidents or liquefaction.

Facilities which were saved from the Disaster were converted into temporary morgues, temporary stations for
the Self-Defense Force, fire fighting teams and police teams, places of refuge, places for leaving rubbles, temporary
houses and temporary schools.

The disaster is a great menace to sports and recreation activities. There is little prospect for rebuilding sports
facilities which were completely destroyed. Central and local governments don’t give priority to sports policies in
the national crisis. But central and local governments are beginning to make a budget to repair sports facilities which
were partly-destroyed.

Minamisoma city government in Ibaragi Prefecture expressed the view that radiation removal should be the first
consideration in countermeasures for nuclear power plant accidents. The city cannot find a way to reopen sports

facilities in the “Precaution Area” into which central government has been prohibiting admittance.
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