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Protection of Civilians in Armed Conflicts
and the United Nations Security System:

On its reaction to the conflicts in Darfur

Nanako SHIMIZU

<Abstract >

After the end of the Cold War, the United Nations’ security system has developed
its functions not only for the security of nation-states but also for the security of the
people, usually the war-victims. A well-known example of these new security concerns is
the protection of civilians in armed conflicts. It has come to be recognized as one of the
main functions of the UN security system and was also translated into a newly invented
concept; “responsibility to protect.”

In reality, however, the UN security system is now facing severe criticisms for its
inaction and malfunction in responding to the conflicts in Darfur, Sudan. By closely
examining the UN Security Council’s reactions to the catastrophic conflicts in the region,
it is analyzed that there are many lessons to be learned in order to realize the protection
of civilian populations in the conflict zones by UN peacekeeping operations. It is required
that the member states of the UN would accept the collective responsibility to protect the
war-victims in case of the absence of protection by the host country.
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