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Critical aspects of hallyu in Japan

Sachio Nakato

This paper offers an overview of the present situations and effects of hallyu on Japan and
explores different aspects of hallyu and their perimeters in Japan. One major finding is that
hallyu played a significant role in changing the Japanese perceptions of Koreans. It is partic-
ularly interesting to note that there has recently been a sharp increase not only in the number
of Japanese women who wish to marry Korean men but also in that of Japanese nationals w-
ho think favorably of Korea and Japanese-Korea relations. Yet, it should be stressed that suc-
h changes tended to be encouraged by Japanese media and corporate strategies, failing to refle-
ct some aspects of Japanese changes in attitudes towards Korea and Koreans.

Another finding relates to the limited roles of hallyu. The Japanese government and corporat-
ions have taken advantage of hallyu on their own right, but this places limits on the role that
hallyu can play in the Japanese society. Hallyu constitutes a Korean export but at the same
time creates revenue for Japanese companies which have done a tremendously fine job of utiliz-
ing hallyu to their advantage. This does not necessarily mean that hallyu has succeeded in

changing Korean perceptions of Japan and/or Japanese perceptions of history.
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