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This present study examines the combination

of the most motivating audio-visual resource,

the movie, and one of the most effective

language-teaching methodologies, the

communicative approach. (vii)
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Surveys of motivation (such as Kirk 1992)

indicate that movies encourage learners to

study twice as much as ordinary texts, and

nearly as much as teachers, with positive

responses being 70%, 35% and 85%
respectively. (4-5)
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Although, in itself, such an approach [using
audio-visuals with no further related activity]
may not necessarily be especially damaging or
beneficial, it raises the outcry of “electronic
baby-sitter” (Uehara 1989). Some teachers
justify showing movies as entertainment,
pointing to the potential follow-up stimulus
for study, and even coining the related term,

“edutainment” (for example, Berman1990). (6)
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...they [video movies] offer a linguistically
valuable alternative to living in a full-time
English environment. They make it easier to
imagine the context of living English than
printed text, pictures or audio tape alone,
because of their dynamic potential fusion of
three communication modes — the vocal,
visual and verbal. (14)
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“You're the best great-grandchild in the whole
wide world,” he said, “Boy or girl, it doesn’t

matter.” (149)
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