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Part I. Meaning, History, and Culture

Chapter 1 English as a Cultural Universe

Chapter 2 Anglo Cultural Scripts Seen through Middle Eastern Eyes
Part II. English Words: From Philosophy to Everyday Discourse

[Anglo Culture Reflected in English Words]

Chapter 3 The Story of RIGHT and WRONG and Its Cultural Implications

Chapter 4 Being REASONABLE: A Key Anglo Value and Its Cultural Roots
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1 (Fi) Tk, 2L ZATHELN TV LDIIARBFEE RSPz
I BT B EEOWHE Bl & L C reasonable 25T, Z OFEAIEREMEEGE O HE
ATGIE B B O FERL A Z R4 L. IR TE 2 8 Ll RTWwa, 2L T
COBMAIE, FREB L OLICEA T, B E 17 ~ 18 fibido I — 1 v s ES
HEIDEICER SN2 DTHL L LTW5DH, E2H TIIEFEMDRIOF L LT
v x4 2 A¥ 7 D My reasonable part produces reason'--And teaches me to kill or hang
myself BT &, Z DHIFD reasonable (XFEME & B ISHE D & B [H)
] HEDERERLY), B ITAE TELTRLEEZRL TS, THUITKHL
C#5 3 #iCld. I'm paid a reasonable (if not extravagant) salary. & So I'll be reasonable,
we’ll compromise. & 9 BI{IEFED LA Cobuild & V) 51 LT, reasonable DiIE
BHEWIZRZ LD, AL wbo, +52BER), 30D 28T
WEWV) BIRTOHEIEE, MOANF) ZERER DI ENOBLERL TV AR
TEHEL T2 LR TW 2, DR 4 ~ 10 H TR Z ) L7z dbillk % Bk
MIZHEZ 5729012, F & LT [reasonable + % | & W9 #FEICEH LT Tw
%o BIZITEE 4 BB L U 6 HiiTld. areasonable man ZHLY LI, Z 0EGEOHE
an (REEE U —<ike i ansd) EXEORD BEELMED—2 L5 T
1. areasonable man (ZHEME [MEEZHWATE 2 EMON] L) EIRT, H
THFHTHIL bR, A7) THHEGmETH 20, BHENTHEAEE
FEHPL TV D, 2O LX) RiERIIAFY A 18O ESTIEDIEIZLY
HLb0T, 2IIERFEA DA HEROFES R ROCEML 2 57 L C#b) %
Hma | SMTEND Y, BErlF LEHREOMR, ML) dEKLERT
B A F ) ARG Ofaa e b NI REE R W R H I~ O EEA M S L Twv
% EIRRT D, F72, £ 9 HiTld T am a reasonable left-handed player, with a good
short game. 7% & D % Cobuild 2> 55 L. Z ? reasonable 7% “reasonably good” &
W) ERTH D EHHL T\ 5,

Pllo &9 % #3ED [reasonable + %470 | (ZHE A L TRoftl 2200, 55 11 6
Tl reasonable &\ ) FEDRERASERMICED L HICEEL TEnIlOo0WTO
A TR L TWb, ZOMGEIZIE 6 DDEIEDH %o £5 113 areasonable creature
WCHReND &9 % TN G 2 57z, %52 14 "Reasonable and judicious readers
will not dislike the same digression.” (OED, 1636 4E) & X 9 7 [EEHRW] &) i
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WCTH Y. 3T T0REERRIEH 205, WEBICHEK ORI & B RO R ND
ROENDEMTH S, 5 4 13 reasonable %% much X very D X 9 ZRiEOflivaE X %
BT D 7200 [HiEE] 28R —#kM 2 KBl & 22 1) | areasonable time % a reasonable
amount D & 9 BBV N T HEMTH Do 55 1 EBEOEE 28T 2 Emic
9 %5, much X very D3 % FE & LT reasonable 2311 2 By ©
BB WIRIZEE 6 EFETld, reasonable 7% [227%: ) L] EHEMIZZIFIED SN
THREABIR & FE N2 < 728, a reasonable request D & 9 72835 X° Be reasonable! @
LI BT [HEOSRAFY | ZHFITKODL b DL LTHERENGED 5, K
WL, — & Bk 2 K EEOFEERIPSAHETH Y . IROBERFIZHEA 72612
TEOERE OB EOREMRF SN D IOV TOARHETH %05, BRIV
EThbo S5IIH 12 HiTId reasonable 75Kk 4 7% SUALIY - ALY 7 T I PLTERY 12
MbdbDOTHY Ixfro 13HTIE—REBL T 57 7 > AFEO raisonnable |
kAL Ze 255, W L5471 | reasonable 2°b O 7 ¥ 7 0 ALDAMEIZ MO F 721X
72\ EIRXTV %, Reasonable D139 A3 E O FH#EIPH A4 < . a reasonable price
& un prix raisonnable @ & 9 (2 H 251 E% 6 CTH . raisonnable D13 9 ILHIE R
HENEL LRI RVE VSR ERES LA LTH D,

FEREROMD DT, PatI TOHEATEDOMNE ST ENELZRYED, a
reasonable price ® & 9 72 BEEDFHHIZ T AH o 72753, Be reasonable D £ 9 72
XHERLIZZ L EMERR L7z, £ LT AE T reasonable &\ 9 FEH D 51
T TR, EROSHME (SN 2BEB IOV E»S5HmETN S
RSB CL [ EREE L] 2 fE A BCEE LS SR 52 Tnwb 2 L2k
L7z CRENEEAAR (2013) L0 20 F FOHTHIH)

4. reasonable % 2E Z (LT BHRBHAE I 4 > b

O A EI T, BUETCHERL L 72355 O reasonable % K % Wierzbicka (2006) O
ZZIZDWT, FRIZHEFEE LT [reasonable + #51 ] OFETAYTTE & reasonable
T BEROEBIENEEDETHEHPZITV. A TOI XY PR 5,

4.1. [reasonable + 35| OESEHNER
COHEITIE, BT E L T4 B % b DFE reasonable 230 H 356 7 —~
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DELZENLIHD T, #FED [reasonable + Fai | ~NEFRE BT %,

AR 3 GRS OBEZE - Wierzbicka, English 4 ) "Cld. I'm paid a reasonable
(if not extravagant) salary. & So T'll be reasonable, we’ll compromise. & \» 9 HACHEFE
@ 2 % Cobuild & Y 5[H L T, reasonable DFEFEIL AL 575, ffnLwvd
D, T RBERI.HENEZDIEERE R EV) BIRTOHIE, o AA
FIZERERDZENDOHELERLTVEHTIIEELTWD Ll <T W5,
Wierzbicka (2006: 107) Tld, 9 L7zl iz 305 572012, BEL T O X5
7 Cobuild 7> 5 DB, ZOHISIZBES 2FA B LTV Z/RL TV 5,

GIHEISC © I'm paid a reasonable (if not extravagant) salary.
So I'll be reasonable, we’ll compromise.

#iPH : The meaning of reasonable in the two sentences is different, but some themes
are clearly shared: the references to something good, one’s ability to think
well, moderation (in the sense of not wanting too much), and an interest in
what other people would say, think, want.

fff\vy 1 Can these various themes be clearly and precisely articulated in the form
of semantic components—or do they have to be seen, rather, as some vague,
impossible-to-pinpoint family resemblance?

E 512, Wierzbicka (2006) TIE[ANX— T, ZORWIZEZ Z720IZIEUTO
&9 ZFHIH & MREASILZEC, areasonable man &\ 7 ¥ HI LA H S 220 6
WHOLDNVELTHLEZIBNTW5,

To answer this question, we need to construct some explications and validate them

through testing. But to develop plausible explications, it will be helpful first to take a

brief look at the broader history of ideas and try to get some insight into the cultural

background of the contemporary usage of the word reasonable and its derivatives. A

reasonable place to start may be the culturally laden phrase a reasonable man.

2 IZHBEFED [reasonable + %45 ] ICHZEITHZ LI2T 5. ZO#EGEE LT
D %4514 a reasonable man DOHEZ % . Wierzbicka (2006: 107) 13K D £ 9 123 L T
Who

The concept of a ‘reasonable man’ is one of the most important concepts in British

and British-derived common law. Roughly speaking, a ‘reasonable man’ is “the man on
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the Clapham omnibus”—that is, an ordinary man, a humble commuter, who epitomizes an
ordinary person’s putatively sound judgment. ‘A reasonable man’ is not an intellectual, not
a theoretician, and yet he is seen as someone whose judgment can be trusted—perhaps more
so than that of a theoretician, a philosopher, a professional thinker or scholar.

% L T Wierzbicka (2006: 107-108) T @i B L T \» % a reasonable man {2 517 %
reason &\ i, a reasonable man & 9 EEE L EOME T RIZE L DL L KD
LIk b,

+ reason: akin to common sense

- a reasonable man: a ‘common man,’ not a member of any elite

- the concept: democratic, as well as pragmatic;

a vital legal concept, not a purely technical one;
never definitive or absolute, and depends on the circumstances

H3ETY TN, COMFOME) (RSP D —< kL Ens)
PeRBEOR S BELMED—D L > THB Y. areasonable man (ZHEHE [ @474
WA CT& 2 MON] L) BEIRT, HEEFTHIA bR, 47 THE
MR TOZRVD, FHENTVLAZIHETLHPLTVL, 20X ZikRid v
F1) 2 1B HALOREHFEBRHREDFEIZINELZLDOT, 2 IR ERHH
BHOFSRRIGER Z 57l L Tl 2z 5| S T Ers ), anEZe
FEBR & ORISR, PE L ) D EEEZEWT L4 ¥ ARBRR O b ICRET
FROWRAHI N OBEADILBE LT B LB T 5,

Z @ X 9 12 areasonable man DB ILFHAFEICIRS A C HEEFTH b
NCWDLH, ZOHBDOEH % Wierzbicka (2006: 109) [ZHERELLT D X 9 7 B -
SALHERICHER T B L LTwah,

The concept of ‘a reasonable man’ is used in the language of law, and it is also

used widely in ordinary English. (%) Its emergence is casually linked with the

British Enlightenment at the Age of Reason. It was a reason focused on empirical

reality, on “facts,” on “common sense,” and on probabilistic thinking, not expecting
absolute certainty in anything. A key role of modern Anglo culture like “mutual
toleration” is attributed to Locke’s view of “reasonableness.”

VL% 5% 2. Wierzbicka (2006: 112) 1Z. a reasonable man D EIKIZIX, LT
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&9 etk BE LR E OR, B L ) bHEEREZENT L 1 F ) AREBTwO
ol e & ISR EERRHRAVHB AN DO EEDS L STV D LB TV,
As a whole, this explication reflects the British empirical tradition with its emphasis
on the link between good thinking and experience and on practice rather than theory;
and it also reflects faith in democracy and in the trustworthy judgment of “ordinary

people.”

4.2. reasonable (CH T BEEEDEE

Z OFITIE, reasonable [T 2FEFRNEEL, Thabb, FEFICRHBMSNE N
EEROEH % E% 5 %, Wierzbicka (2006: 133-135) I4, reasonable D72 ILIE
HHZLLT O 6 DDERED S % L V) B ARFE L T2,

Stage I “endowed with reason,” as in the phrase a reasonable creature

Stage II “can think well,” as in “Reasonable and judicious readers will not dislike the
same digression.” (dated 1636, OED)

Stage III the ability to think well—increasingly associated with an emphasis on the
limitations of one’s knowledge and on the lack of certainty
[Conviction is no longer described as reasonable.]

Stage IV a more general tool of “moderation,” as a device for avoiding an ‘“‘excessive”
(unjustified) use of words like much (a lot) and very. — the spread of
collocations like a reasonable time and a reasonable amount—clearly distinct
in meaning from a reasonable assumption or a reasonable hypothesis

Stage V. “anti-much” and “anti-very” as a device that becomes linked, in a particular
way, with avoiding “excessive praise”: it becomes increasingly used as a
device for not saying “very good.”

Stage VI “reasonably good”: Collocations like a reasonable request and sentences
like “Be reasonable!” start to be interpreted as a call for a “reasonable
compromise.”

EI3EITHMIL 22 L 2FHET 205, ZOWFHIIZ 6 DDEEDH L, 113 a

reasonable creature |25 5% & 9 % [BEAY5-2 S/ ], 4 2 1L "Reasonable and
judicious readers will not dislike the same digression.” (OED, 1636 4£) D X 9 7 [M
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BRG] E W) EIRTH D, 33T REEREH 505 UEBIZHAR ORI
LHEBEO R R SN LB TH %o 5 4 13 reasonable 2% much X very O & 9
GEEOMVE X T S 7200 [HiE] 22—y 72EB L % D, areasonable
time X° a reasonable amount @ X 9 7 EEDE N T D EETH Lo 5 1TEEDOERE
WV AN B S 4 A%, much X2 very OISO % FBe & L C reasonable
PHEDONLEETH D, wiAIZHE 6 BTl reasonable 25 [ 4272 ) L] L HE
22T 1k 5 AL Txf AR &4 08D { 728, areasonable request @ X 9 72 #EE X
Be reasonable! D & 9 % T [WEOEARZTY | ZHFITKD L b0 L LTHR
SNIRD Do RRFIZ, —HB% bk & KEEOFEA R AHHETH D . IROER
WZHEA T BT OBR B OERD EOREMR SN NI OV TH AR TH 2
A BRI RRETH Do

Wierzbicka(2006: 133) 1%, T DEFIZDOWT, 45 1 BB & 45 2 B OFEFRIZ T T
ZBERIC o TV RS, 553 BeRE 5 45 6 BLRS £ TORFRIL ¢ R THATGE Tl
HEINTBY, IS 4EBORERIIWET LI LbH L LTV E, £L T
E2ERO [HERC] LW RBROMRIIZELF O L (OED, 1636 4F) AR &
NTWbe, S50, EEMIZOVTEES N TV AIERIL, BHBE W) L0
M LDOTHLELTWD, L, RO 2BEIT TIZfibhTwiwn
U, B3 EFELIE & OISR IR AMETE L T b 2 &Ik 5,

oD, A ELEGIIZIE, KREROBBRHNCOET, £RHED
FRROPRPCOET, ZEHE LNV THGET 2 LELH 5 & Bbh b,
F720 BUFET 2 4 TEEOERLE ) LOBIIRAEMBRAE D Lo LU, L0k
N EOREEDPSAE L, Z L TENE TR OV TH T 205D H 5,

5. ZEEE XML & English ORE%R

FH L, TR LT 2 EREEZERHC B CEBRSHRATIE A THRERSU R
RHB LTS, TOFERFTAOHBIZL B4 L= NABATTHOILE b DT,
L IEEE L D EEZ BIZH0, BICEEFEL VW) SEFED LI I
BMbhboTL APV TEmETWwh, 29 LcBArS, TOH5EHTIIRRE
AL T ATz,

Wierzbicka (2006) |2 L AUE FEFEOFHERLHELIIE T » 70 Lo E o b
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EFRL TV 5, FERIIZOEZISHERIZERT 5. Bz 12X, areasonable man O
£ % @ﬁﬁmﬁﬁv\umm%mmmw&5®£f%%ﬁﬁ%ﬁ¢%ﬁﬁ
PRETHICHREL TCWDL I 2 b e, 22037y 7a &L 5 s 75
Thbo 9 LIZHBM TP EREICG 2 2 HBIIOWTEHITBEREL TT 4
b EBbhb, LALEDL, TO—FT, #IISEI b0
WATE LD CTREZ 52 2R L H D EE 2 Twd, BlZIE, EHTLIEE
i C D BURHFEOFLARFENEDS SVO IZHE. LT\ 5B 2 LR, HFED/NT 7T T H

WCEELRZZ ZBRRTHEP D ENEFMIGBN TN E W) R LT L%
EWFTHEND, 9 LRREOMHER - NS oFmEO L OO RT%
AL BB E G220 H DLV LT, ZOHMTORES LELEE
Ao EBII, WL ZOLOMBRMIENY X2 2bDE LT, TA) A%
HFLETHRERA =4y o EOWBIIOWTHEETLLEDNDH B & A
bbb,

FREBESUL A FEABIIE. DLEo X9 Sl L b BT & % K oZER 2
HFHLTRLE TV DOWHEETHDL LEZ S,
6. b IC

REG Tl RBIFERE RS TOREZMA L CORHERBE a2 M2z
72 BT, BEEEE UL L English OBIRIZDOWTOEZDE 2 %78 L7z, Wierzbicka
(2006) English: Meaning and Culture 1%, Y3k & 7 ¥ 7 0 ALO PR % 8 { Bl 723
BTH O THREESLR] & 222 n T LT BO—2 0 EE 21
ERDTHL I,

SE Nk
KIFIEEHEWIES (2013) [KIFE7 + — T &) 831 5. RIFWFEHEES
Sasaki, Kazutaka (2013) “Anna Wierzbicka (2006) English: Meaning and Culture, Oxford
University Press. [Chapter 4 Being REASONABLE: A Key Anglo Value and Its
Cultural Roots]” Paper presented at the monthly meeting of Otsuka Circle of English
Education, September 14, 2013. (ff % KA—F. KRFIEHFEMES 2013 4F 9 H
IRFEEMANY F7 7 by 20134E9 A 14 H. RIUERFHRIF v 2 /323
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